7. THE RULING ELDERSHIP

"Lord God, thé&teward (Ben Meshechbr Oikogenous$ is this Eliezer'...,
Abraham spoke to Eiler (his bearde@®gan or his oldPresbuterog
whaouled over all he had Genesis 15:2 & 24:2.

There is no more important Officer in the Christ@murch, than the Elder. Whatever else
Preachers and even Patriarchs and Apostles malydyetoo are also basically "Elderd=irst
Timothy 5:17 and Revelation 4:4-11 & 21:1™4.

One of the very words for "Elder" Rresbuterosn the Greek-- has given the name
'Presbyterian' to perhaps the oldenomination. Indeed, Presbyterianism is untiti
without Elders. So too is the Biblical Churclirem Genesis to Revelation, and beyond.

Here we deal with the following. (1) The eviderficePre-Mosaic Eldership. (2) The
Eldership in the time of Moses. (3) The Eldershithe time of Joshua to the Judges. (4) The
Eldership in the time of the Monarchy. (5) THEleership at the time of the Exile and the
Restoration. (6) The Eldership during the Earthife of Christ. (7) Christian Eldership
Develops from that of the Old Testament. (8) Dwgation of Eldership down to the End of the
Middle Ages. (9) Calvin on Eldership in Genesisl &xodus. (10) Calvin on Eldership in
Leviticus to Deuteronomy. (11) Calvin on Eldepsfirom Judges to Jeremiah. (12) Calvin on
Eldership from the Exile to Christ. (13) Calvin the Eldership from Christ to Acts. (14)
Calvin on the Eldership in the Christian Epistl€45) Calvin's Summary of the Eldership in his
Institutes  (16) Calvin on Post-Biblical decline of Elddi$ the Reformation. (7) Calvin
resurrects Eldership at the Protestant Reformat{@8) Calvin's student Knox and the Scottish
and Dutch Churches on Eldership. (19) Eldershighé Calvinistic Westminster Standards.

THE EVIDENCE FOR PRE-MOSAIC ELDERSHIP

All three New Testament permanent Special Offioé&(der and Preacher and Deacon)
seem (backia the three Old Testament permanent Special Offaéd&ng and Prophet and
Priest) ultimately to root in the 'Presbytery'lné @all-male Triune God Himself. The Office of
kingly Elder seems to root especiélly God the Father; the Office of prophetic Preasieems
to root especially in God the Son (or the 'Wordsotd); and the Office of priestly Deacon seems
to root especially in God the Holy Spitit.

All words for Elder in the original Biblical languages, imply dignaynd maturity. In the
Hebrew, we find the Elder described by words susctitee bearded onezgageejf -- and even
"the gray-headed onesdal).’

Also as "controller" or "noble"choor and naadiybandrazan; as "teacher'réb); as
"official" or "prince"or "ruler" (saar); or as "prefects" and "rulerssganiym). Several Elders
sat and ruled simultaneously asGarousia(or a "Session of older males"), and also as a
Sanhedrin(or a "Council in session").
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In the Greek, we are told tReesbuteerioror Presbytery consists BfesbuteroorElders
and Episkopoi or Overseer®. The Office of "Elder" Presbuteroy or "aged person"
(presbuterok?is grounded in God the Father as the whid@ed Ancienbf days and sovereign
Ruler of the universé®

Certainly, no female but only an old man could b#ed a "gray-headed bearded one!"
And the earthly Elders were His representativebiwithe earlier Commonwealth of Israel and
the later Christian Church.

This all-male Triune God and great King-PropheeBtimade the mature male man Adam
as His Own image and viceroy or Governor-Gengrallhus, man too is a king-prophet-priest.
Before the fall Adam (as the greatflder” of the human rag& was to subdue the Earth and to
rule it as God's representative and as a king-uGoer™

Between the fall and the Flood, the role of humldér" as described above, seems to
have been filled (both among the gdéllgnd among the godle$shy the_heaaf each clan.
Thus_Abel, Seth, Enoch and Noah

"By faith" -- these rulingPresbuteroalias "the Elders obtained a good repéttAnd each
family head was required by God to rule his ownesglents in a similar way to that in which
Post-Calvary Elders were and are required to hae families (as a precondition for holding
New Testament Church Officé).

After the Great Flood and the dispersion of the &amace into different natiod$the
Eldership continued. It unfolded further and lmeesstill more specialized. This took place
even_outsidef the covenant people -- namely among the Uzztesthe Egyptian$and the
Midianites and the Moabit&sand the Gibeonites.

For this ancient religiously-grounded Office of tR&lership -- although undoubtedly
degenerating among the Heathen -- neverthelessmuaedteven there. In fact, it even expanded
there -- from a purely family-centred into a trilaald ultimately into the national political Office
of Tribal Chief and finally Paramount Chief or "Ree" and "King.*

Within the covenant people, Abraham is called @apRet" -- and ministered the Word and
Sacramenrit to his huge household of some 318 mature menttegetith their families. In
Abraham's time and thereafter, further specialiraéind functional differentiation of the Office
of "Elder" even among God's covenant people seermave taken place Abraham wasthe
"Preaching Elder" or the Prophet-Preacher-Teachef his large Congregation.

At the same time, however, his Stewdiliezer is specifically called anElder" or
ZaageenandPresbuteros Heruled over all Abraham had, as @verseer He pastored the
flocks, and even helped secure a bride for Isaac.

As a model Elder, Eliezer visited and witnessed tmusehold of Strangers; worshipped
God there; and blessed the Lord for leading himettfe Just as father Abraham's great-grandson
Josephlater became theéVverseet' (or Episkopo$ of Potiphar's househdft- and later of the
Egyptian king's jaif® and then of all Egypt.
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If all Elders today would only visit the folk ineir wards in the same way -- and similarly
take care of them! If all Elders today would ofdifow in the footsteps of Eliezer -- with his
care of the homes of Abraham and Bethuel and Isdkohly today's Elders would take care of
the Church of Christ -- just as well as the Ovars@eseph took care of Potiphar's home, and later
also of all the homes in Egypt!

Indeed, even more than four centuries after the timAbrahant® his descendants still
preserved the Eldership. In fact, it is recorttextthe Elders of Israelgathered together as a
"Session of old meh(Zigneey Yisraa'eebr Gerousig even while they were enslaved in Egst.

THE ELDERSHIP IN THE TIME OF MOSES

While yet in servitude, the Elders still exercisetigiously-grounded functions even of a
socio-political nature -- just like the Elders bétheathen nations outsidethe covenant at that
time. Even at their very redemption from slaverljle Moses and Aaron ministered the Word
and Sacrament -- it was precisely the Elders whwiduted the elements of the Passover Lamb
to its recipients and who thus promoted that adlivifie worship®

It wasthe Elderswhoencouraged Moseswho assisted him to obey God, who meet and
ate bread together, and who led the Lord's peBplét was apparently from their midst, that
"tithed Rulers" of tens and fifties and hundredd Hrousands were then appointed.

Thus, each such special Elder, in addition to owiirtig to rule and shepherd his own family
-- was made responsible also for ruling and shejahgrsome ten of the other (perhaps half a
million) families of the people of Israel. Thabuld then be the reason why the people as such
were precisely then "tithed" by their rulers of tefififty, of a hundred and of a thousand families
both for administrative and religious reasons "tithed Eldership" in a tithe-giving Church.

Soon after the Exodus from Egypt which liberatedghople of Israel from their bondage,
the functions of the Eldership were deepened. atgly, either as the heads of families or
otherwise as the eldest Stewards of each househtid Elders of Israel all assembled to eat
bread before Gott.

Then -- apparently from out of all those Elders] probably with popular approval if not
by popular election -special Elderswere chosen to beuling Judges." This is significant.

We have just said these special Elders were chossrably with popular approvat
because of the word 'take' in the parallel passaDeuteronomy 1:1f3 There, the Septuagintic
Greek ha®ote-- from the original Hebrewdlaabuu The latter is first person masculine plural
imperfect, fromyaahab-- meaning: to give; to allow; to set; to placeappoint

At the time of the Exodus, each Elder -- in additio continuing to rule and to shepherd
his ownfamily -- was made responsible for ruling and $texding_terof the other (at least six
hundred thousand) families of the people of Isra@ind, even in later Judaism, a Synagogue
could and still can only be established where thxe and are at least ten familfés
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Now these "Elders-of-tens" apparently corresportdesur New Testament loc&lders
who rule in the SessionBut then also -- from among these Elders-o§teriElders-of-fiftie$
were appointed (probably corresponding to our Nestdment Ruler Elders in the regional

Classis or the Presbytgr}

Again, apparently from among these Elders-of-fifti&|ders-of-hundredsvere appointed
(corresponding to our modern statewkelders in the Provincial Synpd And last, apparently
from these Elders-of-hundreds, other "Elders-ofifamd$were appointed (corresponding to our
New Testament and modern natioaadl/or international Elders in the General Assgfhbihere
Moses himself as the Chairman of Israel's Genesakfbly and the Moderator and Mediator of
the Old Testament presided as a type of Jesust&ute final Moderator of every true General
Assembly of His Genesis-through-Revelation Chu#¢h).

After the establishment of this system of Chrigttoed concentric "Sessions" or
Presbuteerigwhere appeals could be lodged from the lesstre@reater and referrals made
from the greater to the lesséfMoses continued to communicate the Word of GdHedElders
of Israel** At Mount Sinai,* a special delegation (consisting of Moses the lpebpnd Aaron
and his sons the priests and seventthefElders or "Nobles" of Israel) went nigh to God to
worship Him#

Possibly, as the (perhaps 700) "Elders-of-thousamelse selected or "tithed" as a tenth part
from out of the (perhaps 7000) "Elders-of-hundred#tiese "seventy" Elders too were selected
or "tithed" as a tenth part from out of the perh@d8 "Elders-of-thousands.” That there were
then approaching 700 such "Elders-of-thousandsfems altogether quite obvious from the fact
that almost 700,000 households of Israel (andsadldherents) were then represented.

Then and thereatfter, the Elders continued to ad@idiand to arbitrate and to reconcile
grievances between brethren (in disputes amongsGadiplef* They also exercised their
solidarity with and represented God's people befuwrd.ord*® And they even helped bring the
people's sacrifices and offerings to Jehdtfah.

In the book of Numbersgventy of the Eldersof Israel were specially commissioned and
equipped with the power of the Holy Spirit to rebudnd to quiet the murmuring people of the
Lord.*® These seventy may well have been unusually gkdbwledgeable and communicative
Elders especially set aside (just like Moses hadffeas "prophesying Elder€'alias Preachers.

At any rate, these seventy were certainly set asafe out of the broader mass of the
Ruling Elders -- of those who really "ruled welt." For Moses knew these "seventy" to be true
and godly Elders of the people, who could proplesyeclare God's Word to the people with
power?® Indeed, perhaps this anticipates the New TestaRreaching Eldership as a necessary
specialization of and outgrowth from the New TestatrRuling Eldership

Note regarding the seventy Elders, that Numberg6ld word for them -Shoateyv or
"Officers" (also used in Exodus 5:6 to describe'®#icers" who were "Taskmasters") -- is used
also in James 3f1o describe the "Masters" &daskaloi In Numbers 11:16, the 270 B.C.
Greek Septuagint translation says tBleodteyv were from thePresbyteroonof Israel --
PresbuteroiandGrammateiover them.
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In the book of Deuteronomy, the character of traeEhip as representative of the whole
people, is emphasiz&t. Forthe Elders of one city are to extradite murderous refugeesfr
their own flock, and to bring them back for appiafe punishment at the hands of the Judbes.

The popularly-appointed politicdudgeswere originally selected probably even from the
ranks of the Eldership itself. Thus the Eldersitotially co-operated in the juridical execution
of the various kinds of judgment (even when appefitem local to larger courtsy.

But later, with the growing specialization of thaipcal function of the Judges, the Elders
apparently began to centtbeir rule on and to make their pronouncementsualoaore
specifically_ecclesiasticahatters. Without however at any time withdrawihgir influence
from the_extreecclesiastical areas of lifé.

In the Mosaic Pentateuch, then, several thingslkaar. It is certain the ecclesiastical
Ruling Eldership of Israel "rooted" in the famflyand "fruited" in religio-socio-political action
to the glory of GotP (with that politico-juridical action later beingecuted first by the Judges
and ultimately also by Kingss.

It is also clear that Moses the prophetic Preathbéten convened the Elders together as
a Senate-in-Sessidh. It is clear too that the Elders usually if notariably supported Moses'
leadership? And it is in addition further clear that the Etd were of the 'aristocratic best' or
of the (non-hereditary) nobilityof the people.

For they were of the choicest heads of fanfitiesvhom they representétiand to whom
they frequently spoke and/or reporféd.Furthermore, they governed covenantally as gedni
Council -- rather than individualistically as indeplent persorfs.

While indeed teaching or giving general instructin@od's peopl&the Ruling Elders did
not (like the Prophets or the Teaching Elders)dphd in the technical sense of the wérdAnd
although often helpinthe Prophet or Preaching Elder in the distributibthe Sacrament which
heinitiated -- the Ruling Elders themselves nevéidtedthe administration of the Sacramefits.

Summarizing, then.  The specifically-cultic or pkarly-liturgical aspects of the
ecclesiastical actions of tReiling Elders in Pre-Mosaic and Mosaic timeseems to have been
centred as follows.

In praying and oathing. In entering into and dogfirming covenants. In aiding the
Prophet or the Preaching Elder by themselves bliging the Sacrament which the Prophet or
the Preaching Elder initiated and administerednd A ruling over the members of the cultic
community by witnessing and testifying and by wagnand admonishing theth.

THE ELDERSHIP FROM JOSHUA TO THE JUDGES

From thepre-exilic books of the Bible from Joshua to Jeremiah, it lbarseen that the
Ruling Elders continued to rule especially over th®aahaalor theEkkleesia- the religious
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gathering of Israel. At the beginning of thatipeiof time, it seems the relationship between the
Elders of Israel and the great leader Joshua wamwbat analogous to that between his
predecessor Moses and the Elders of Israel duriogph times?

‘The Lord also spake to Joshua, saying...: "Whefwhe slays accidentally) flees to one
of those cities (of refuge), and shall stand...atekclare his cause in the earghef Eldersof that
city -- they shall take him into the city...and give him a glao that he may dwell among them.
And if the avenger of blood pursues after him, tiiegy shall not deliver the slayer into his
hand.... He shall dwell in that city until he slabefore the Congregation for judgment.... Then
the slayer shall return, and come to his own ¢ity."

From the Elders, the Judges were appointed 'Joshua called for all Israel and for their
Elders and for their heads.... And Joshua...calledifeiEldersof Israel.... And Israel served
the Lord all the days of Joshua, and all the daysenElders that outlived Joshué:'

Later, despite the development of the Judges'igalitnfluence -- those Elders who
outlived Joshua continued to perform similar fumet and responsibilities. Just as the Elders
had done earlier during Mosaic times. Indeed, s still the case also in the time of R{fth.

In the book of Judges, 'the people served the abithe days of Joshua and all the days
of the Eldersthat outlived Joshua.... The Lord raisedlugges who delivered them out the
the hand of those that despoiled them.... Wher.tid raised them ujudges then the Lord
was withthe Judge and delivered them out of the hand of their eesnaill the days ahe
Judge... Wherthe Judgewas dead, they returned....

'The Eldersof Gilead went to fetch Jephthah. The Elders of Gilead said to Jephthah,
'We are turning again to you now'... Then Jegdhtivant withthe Elders of Gilead, and the
people made him head and captain over them.' 'tAadElders of the Congregation said, 'What
shall we do for wives, for them that remaia?'

The book of Ruth dates from 'the days when thedsidged.... Boaz 'took ten mertloé
Elders of the city..., saying "buy it [the land of NaosKinsmen]...beforthe Elderd.... And
Boaz said tdahe Eldersand to all the people, "You are witnesses thys.da Andthe Elders
said, "We are witnesses

The transition to supreme power, from the politidaldges to the later-established
Monarchy?® -- has been recorded in the historical books ofi84, Kings and Chronicles. Then
too, the Elders continued to exert political inflge -- although they now more and more
concentrated on pastoral or ecclesiastical obbgati

In First Samuel,the Elders...said: 'Why has the Lord smitten us today befiwe
Philistines?.... Althe Elders...gathered themselves together, and came to Saamae$aid to
him..."Make us a king to judge us!"..The Elders of Jabesh said to him (Nahash), "Give us
seven days'respite".... He (Saul) said..."Homeginow..., beforthe Eldersof my people!"....
And Samuel...came to Bethlehem, &inel Elders of the town trembled..... When David came
to Ziklag, he sent...the spoilstiee Elders of Judah.., saying, "Behold,. a present for yo(f!"
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THE ELDERSHIP IN THE TIME OF THE MONARCHY

Samuel established the Monarchy in Israel. Takthe Elders of Israel came to the
King..., and David made a covenant with themDavid andhe Eldersof Israel...went to bring
up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of tbase of Obed-Edom.... David att Elders
of Israel...were clothed in sackcloth."  Thelfsst urged God's people: 'Praise Him in the
Assembly ofthe Elderd" And King Lemuel write to his son that a virtsowoman's 'husband
is known in the city-gates, when he sits amtmgElders of the land’”

In Second Samuel, 'Abner had communication thghEldersof Israel.... Alkthe Elders
of Israel came to the king..., and King David madeague with them..The Eldersof his house
arose, and went to him.... The saying pleaseadldbswell, and althe Eldersof Israel.... Thus
did Ahithophel counsel Absalom atite Eldersof Israel.... David sent...saying, "Speakit®
Elders of Judah!".... And the Psalmist wrote: 'Let themalt Him (the Lord) also in the
Congregation..., and praise Him in the AssemblthefElderd'"®

In First Kings, 'Solomon assembldte Elders of Israel.... And althe Elders of Israel
came."

. The King of Israel calledl the Elders of the land and said, "Please mark and see how
this man (Benhadad) seeks mischief!".... Aalidthe Elders...said to him, "Don't listen or
consent to him!°

'She (Queen Jezebel)...sent lettethécEldersand tathe Nobles... The Eldersandthe
Nobles..did as Jezebel had sent to th&m.'

In Second Kings, we are told 'Elisha sat..., #tiedElders sat with him.... Jehu wrote a
letter, and sent it...tthhe Rulersof Jezreel, téhe Elders.... The Elders...sent to Jehu, saying:
"We are your servantss®"

'King Hezekiah...sentthe Elders..to Isaiah.... King [Josiah] sent, and thethgeed to
him all the Elders of Judah.... The king sent and gathered togethtre Elders of Judah®®
And in the days of Joel, God declared: 'Call amoléssembly; gatheghe Elderd... Gather
the people, sanctify the Congregation, asserhigé|Iders!'®*

THE ELDERSHIP AT THE TIME OF THE EXILE AND THE REST ORATION

At the very commencement of the Babylonian Captite Prophet Ezekiel sat in his
house, 'anthe Elders of Judah sat before me.... Certaith&f Eldersof Israel came to me....
Certain ofthe Elders of Israel came to inquire of the Lord, and sabbeine®

In the days of Jeremiah, 'rose up certaithef Elders of the land, and spake to all the

Assembly... Jeremiah the Prophet sent from Jerusaleéhetesidue ahe Elderswhich were
carried away captive.. My Elders gave up the ghost in the city. The Eldersof the daughters
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of Zion sit upon the ground.... The anger ofltbed...did not favouthe Elders.... The faces
of Elders were not honoured...The Elders have ceased from the city-gdfe.'

During and toward the end and just after theireexilBabylon and Persia, Ezra wrote that
'the eye of their God was uptire Eldersof the Jews.... We asked th@&dders and said to them
thus, "Who commanded you to build this House [efitbrd]?".... Lethe Governorof the Jews
andthe Eldersof the Jews build this House of God.... | makkeeree what you shall do ttoe
Elders of these Jews for the building of this House ofiGo Let them not be hindered!.... And
the Elders of the Jews built, and they prosper@d.'

Seventy years later, 'whoever [of the exiles] waubdl come...according to the counsel
of..the Elders -- all his substance should be forfeited and hiimseparated from the
Congregation of those that had been carried awajhen Ezra...stood up...and spoke to them....
Then all the Congregation answered..."Let nowRulers of the whole Congregation stand up...,
and letall...the Eldersof every city and their Judges come at appoiritedg!"®®

So, from the pre-exilic historical books (Joshuatigh Ezekiel and Jeremiah), as well as
from the exilic book of Ezra -- it can be seen thatElders continued to rule especially over the
gaahaalor ekkleesiaor religious assembly of Isral. They still ruled on, uninterruptedly.

At the beginning of the period, the relationshipween the Elders of Israel and the great
leader Joshua seems to be rather analogoussetnlded that between his predecessor Moses
and the Elders of Israel during Mosaic d3ys.

Later, in spite of the rise of the political influge of the Judges, the Elders who had
outlived Joshua continued to exercise similar finmst and responsibilities — even as the Elders
had done in Mosaic and prte-Mosaic times (and aegehe Elders do in Post-Apostolic tim&s).
And it was the same even after the Judges, dunimgime of Ruti{?

Even in spite of the still later transition of par@unt power from the political Judges to the
newly-established Monarchy as recorded in the bobBsamuel and Kings and Chronicféthe
Elders continued to exert even political influerfget while more and more concentrating on
pastoral or ecclesiastical mattets)Thus pastoral or ecclesiastical duties of thet-Rosaic and
Pre-Exilic Elders included intercessory praffassembling for worshiff;receiving presents for
the Lord?’ (re)confirming the covenant from time to tiffajiving pastoral comfort and counsel
to the afflicted® and, when in Session, being counselled by propegachers”

Elders were worthy of respect simply by virtue lné revered Office they héfd -- even
when disobedient. Nevertheless, disobedient Eldeeded to heed the warning of the prophetic
Preacher$? and even of the godly Kin8 who tried to bring them to repentance.

Indeed, self-centredness on the part of many dEttiers was one of the main reasons for
the Babylonian destruction of Jerusal®m.Yet even during the subsequent exile, it wdk sti
precisely the Elders who had to provide the goveminfor the covenantal communiy).

After the return of God's people from their exiationallyrecognized Elders (compared
our modern General Assembly) continued to provmentrywiderulership as a non-hereditary
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noble aristocracy._ Regionaladership (compare our modern Presbyteries) veasded by the
Elders of the various citiesAnd_localleadership (compare our modern Sessions) was given
the individual Elders or Nobl&S who were "heads of their fathers' housés

Such were the "Bearded oneZ*eeniymior "Elders of every city*®and the "Grey-haired
ones" faabiym) or the "Elders of the Jews® They were "the Officers or Controllers"
(Saariym) or the "Rulers of all the Congregation®" They were "the FreemenCkooriyn) or
the "Nobles of Judah" and "the Prefec8y&aniyn) or the "Rulers"! of the people of God.

Just before the termination of the previously-nmmd exile, we find the development of
the seventy-odd-memb8anhedriror the "Council of Elders or seventy Lord$>" Probably the
Sanhedriroriginated in remote Mosaic or even Pre-MosaieimBut it seems to have received
its Hellenistic namé&un-hedrion(alias "composed with a seat") -- especially,af anly then,
with its new and its first—century-A.D. character.

THE ELDERSHIP DURING THE EARTHLY LIFE OF CHRIST

When Jesus first came, the Jewish Elders soupleipdHim. 'He entered into Capernaum.
And a servant of a certain centurion...was ill areér death. And when he [the Roman
centurion] had heard about Jesus, he sent toHders of the Jewsto entreat Him that He
would come and heal his servant. And when the) d@me to Him, they entreated Him
earnestly.... And Jesus went with théth.'

But soon after that, the situation in Israel greddteriorated. 'And when He [Jesus] was
come into the temple.the Eldersof the [Judaistic] people came to Him as He wastiang and
said: "By what authority do you do these things?Jesus said to them: "Truly, I tell you that the
tax-collectors and the harlots go into the KingdainGod before you!*'

‘Jesus...said to His Disciples...: "The Son of nsabetrayed to be crucified.” Then
the...Eldersof the [Judaistic] people weessembled.. Caiaphas...entered into consultation,
howthey would take Jesus...and kill Hini"**®

'While He [Jesus] was still speaking -- look, Judeame...from the...[Judaisti€]ders of
the people!... Jesus said to those who had coient, the [Judaistic] Chief Priests aRdlers
of the templeand Elders "Have you come out as against a robber, with derand clubs?"...
The Chief priests aridlders and the whole Council [of the Judaists] soughsgalitness against
Jesus, to put Him to death.... All the Chief Biseand Elders of the people took counsel against
Jesus, to put Him to death’'

‘Then Judas...brought back the thirty pieces @ésilo the...[Judaistidtlders.... When
He [Jesus] was accused by the...[Judai&lders, He answered nothing... The...[Judaistic]
Elders persuaded the multitude to ask for Barabbas, ahdgsus to death." Even when He was
dying on the cross, 'the [Judaistic] Chief Priestsked Jesus, with the Scribes &iders."'®

Indeed, even after Christ's resurrection and agmeribe Judaistic Elders were 'grieved that
they [His Apostles] taught the people and preadheough Jesus the resurrection from the
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dead.... They laid hands on them, and put thenprigon.... TheirRulers and
Elders...commanded them not to speak at all nor teatfeimame of Jesus....

'Further, they threatened them.... They [the Apsfwent to their own company, and
reported all that the...[Judaistig]ders had said to them®

Now in Christ's time, the Elders or 'Lay Nobledd lzaright to sit and to speak in both the
23-member Lesseé8anhedrin(or regional Presbytery), and in the Great@ahhedrin(or the
national General Assembly of Isra&l). But with the A.D. 70 destruction of Jerusalenerethe
Sanhedriras-suclwas destroyed. And thereafter, only the ScrilvébePreachin®abbissat
in the 72-member so-calle@anhedrirof Jabneh**

During the earthly life of Jesus, however -- theqgue when the New Testament Church
Eldership was to take root -- t&anhedriror the "Council** was composed of the Priests and
"the Scribes...with the Elder$® This seems to correspond to the modern "JoissiSe" --
consisting of the (priestly) Deacons, the (proghd®reachers, and the (kingly) EIdéts. And
the essential co-equality and co-importance ofaliesee Special Officers, can be seen from the
constant change in the order in which these thiredskof Special Officers in th®anhedrinor
the Joint Session are mentioned from one Scrippas$age to anothEr.

There can be no doubt that Christ's New TestamentRurch just before and especially
after Calvary, steps right into the shoes of the @I Testament Church?® of which it is the
continuation'*’ and theeplacement?®*and the (now purely-ecclesiastical and now noiitipal)
advancement**® Consequently, even the New Testament Eldershipe Christian Church
continues and replaces and advances the Old Test&iaership of the people of Israél.

CHRISTIAN ELDERSHIP DEVELOPS FROM THAT OF THEOLD T ESTAMENT

Now the_New Testameidldership of the Christian Church first seemsawehdeveloped
via Christ's Pre-Calvary commissioning of the twelvpoAtles® (as the New Testament's
foundation-laying prophet-priest-kings who werentiselves built on the basis of the Old
Testament's PatriarchS¥. And alsovia the "other seventy" commission&&svhom Christ sent
out two by twato visit the covenant people in their homegas the first New Testament Church
"Elders" who restored the sanhedrinally-ruined desthip-of-seventy” previously appointed by
Moses) -- ando pray for the sick and thus to spread the good news of the Gd¥pel.

Conceivably, the appointment of "the seven" in Atksmay just be referred to Christian
Elders who became Christian Deacéfis When Christian Deacon Stephen did great wonders,
certain of the Judaistic Synagogue 'were not abledist the wisdom and the spirit by which he
spoke. And they stirred up the [Judaistic] peapieé the Elders...and came upon him and caught
him.*3¢

It is quite certain that Christian Elders had alse@deen appointed over the Christian
Churchin Jerusalem, at least in Acts 1118841 A.D*" If not much earlier, and possibly even
before the death of Christ
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Wherever the Apostles or their Preacher-Evangehsist, they appointed Sessions of
Christian Elders to rule the newly-established §&tlan Congregations. What could probably
have been only the Presbytery of Antioch (in Sygajnmissioned Barnabas and Saul as its first
foreign Missionarie$** Wherever those twtf went throughout what is now Southern Turkey,
they established Congregations of Christians aied lardained therglders in everychurch

When doctrinal disputes arose needing action, septatives of the Congregations of
Antioch in Syria (and from Turkish Cilicitno) gathered with representatives of the chunch i
Jerusalento deliberate about this matter aGeneral Assembly That "ChristiarBanhedrifi
took decisions which would later be delivered aseles for the Congregations "to keéf3."

Elders were established in every Congregation bfélg-Christians, both in Palestine and
in the Diaspora'*®* So too, Elders were similarly established inltrgely-Gentile Christian
Congregations in the Presbytery of Ephesus (imthéern Western Turkey}? There they were
required to take heed of the flock of Christ ovéiak the Holy Ghost had made them Overseers
or Bishops'*

Meantime, the Judaistic Eldership continued tovehraway. 'The Jews...came to
the...Elders and said, "We have bound ourselvesnangreat curse, that we will eat nothing until
we have slain Paul'".... Ananias the High Prasscended with the Elders...who informed
against Paul...: "There is a certain man left inds..about whom...the Chief Priests and the
Elders of the Jews...desired to have judgment aghim."**

Yet Christian Elderé’ or Pastoral ShepherdSor Bishop$™ were appointed more and
more -- in the Congregation of Philippi in North&@reecein the church of Corinth in Central
Greece (where we are told ecclesiastical Eldef&overnments” were establishéd)in the
Congregations in Rome (where each appointed Eldas to keep on ruling with diligence';
and in the Congregations of Crete (by the apostifi@ppointed Preacher-Evangelist TittrS).
Thus, it would seem that Ruling Elders were insthlbver every Christian Congregation
throughout the apostolic world:

Such Elders were always to be respected (everelpbstles themselves) for "their work's
sake" -- that is, simply on account of the Presipit©ffice they occupied:® In fact, even the
Apostles themselves gladly submitted to the adeicthe Elders-in-SessidHi -- just as the
Elders-in-Session in turn submitted themselveséodecisions of the various larger Church
Courts™’ For the Elders themselves were to "rule \afid to watclover the sheep (as those
who must give account Should they (like Diotrophes) attempt to lgralver Christ's flock, they
needed (and still need) to be lovingly though firmdbuked->®

The requirements and the complementary dutieseofOtffice of Ruling Elder are to be
derived from studying several passages of ScrigttireTogether with the rest of the local
Session, each Elder must indeed take care ofdhbk ith general.

Yet each and every individual Elder must even ngore particular attention to that little
group of ten familie®f the flock -- a group of up to ten church famsliin his wardvhich the
Session as a whole has assigned especially tavmigpersonal care. Ward, then, is a group
of up to ten church familieswhich the Church Session (usually because of gemgraphical
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proximity to one another) has assigned especiallyd care of one Elder in particular. He must
of necessity frequently visit them, "from housétmuse.*°

These requirements and duties include blamelessinglssonestyso that the Elder may
boldly admonish the members of his little group w¥ith then trust him and willingly confide
in him).*** They include monogamy and sexual pifftfso that he may fearlessly visit even the
single ladies among his flock in their homes antthair sickbeds, as his Office requires him to
d0)163

They also include vigilané¥ (so as to be able to watch over the souls offégs as his
Co-Pastor}*®* Too, Ssobrietyor wisdom)'®® And good behaviour and hospitalffy:- so as to
make it easy for the sheep to come to him whert&egrwant to, and easy for them to welcome
him whenever he needs to visit thé.

While the Ruling Elder is never to "preach," htigxhortand to have an aptness to teach
(or the capability of instructing otherS§. He is also to have teachabilfiyr the desire to be
corrected especially by those who predéh)temperance(and no addiction to winéjy?
peaceablenegand no desire to brawd}! diligence(or a love of work especially in church affairs
as an Elder}’?and contentmergor an absence of covetousness or enslaveméitiyddcre) "

Furthermore, a Presbyter should be one that rigesan house wellhaving his children
in subjection with all gravity. For it a man dgegknow have to rule his owmouse — how shall
he take care of the church of G&4?

An Elder shouldhot be anew Christian(lest he becomes arrogant after his appointment as
a Bishop)t” He should be irreproachable even in the eyembélievers® (whom he should
also try to win for the Lord by both his actiongldns words). He is to be a Steward -- or a true
servant of the Lord”” And he is not to be self-willedhor quick to get angry®

An Elder is to be a just or a good and a holy mad a lover of other good miéh(or a
Commandment-keeper and an admirer of those whaotrkeep all ten of God's holy
Commandments¥’ He is to_adhere to the true doctrime has been taught, and he himself
should sharply rebukall false-teachers and their false-teachifiys.

He needs to be a true spiritual Pastdieeder of the flock, as he watches over theslé
He is to function as a willing and a ready shephshd does not constantly have to be
constrained to go and take care of his shH&ep.

Above all, an Elder is to be a humble narmo never tries to throw his weight around).
And he is to be an _example to the flpakorthy of their love and respect and imitation.
Apparently there are no Preachers in Heaven. thae, are twenty-four Elders — twelve
representing the Old Testament Church and its ®vBltriarchs, and twelve representing the
New Testament Church and its twelve Apostfés.

Whenever glory and honour and thanks are giverotb@h His throne, those twenty-four
Elders bow down in awe and worship the Lord. Kdtin spotless white, they wear crowns of
gold. Yet every time they hear thheshagionecho throughout the universe -- they fall down
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before and worship God, and cast down their gotilewns before the throne, saying: 'You are
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and pdw For You have created all things, and
for Your pleasure they are and were creaf&d!"

Those twenty-four Elders fall down before the LaeNgry one of them having harps and
golden vials full of perfumes which are the praya&frsaints. And they sing new song, saying:
"You are worthy...to open the seals of the bodldr You were slain, and have redeemed us to
God by Your blood out of every kindred and tongnd people and nation, and have made us
kings...to our God, and we shall reign on the Earth

'Worthy is the Lamb Who was slain!... The twefayr Elders fell down and worshipped
Him.... The twenty-four Elders who sat before Gudtheir seats, fell upon their faces and
worshipped God.... And the twenty-four Elderd tdwn and worshipped Him..., saying:
'Hallelujah!" For the Lord God omnipotent reigts!

That is what the twenty-four Elders in Heaven diegpyall down to worship Jehovah-Jesus
there. That too, after centuries of declensioworld History, is what the Christian Elders did
in the first century A.D. Thus they rebuilt thé@ch of God.

The Elders who ruleell, are to be treated as worthydmfuble honour'®” Yet every Elder
must be God-fearingnd_truthful He must be wise in understanding, of teste@e&pce, and
one who hates covetousness

He needs to be altogether competent topeleple, and especialys own heart®® He is
to be attentive, compassionate, articulate, diligalameless, maritally faithful, vigilant, sober,
of good behaviour, hospitable, apt to teach, tdalehpeaceable, contented, patient, experienced,
humble, of good reputation, patient, and joyftll.

Moreover, his children (if any) must be faithté. He himself must not be self-willed,
short-tempered, or pugnacioli$. He is to be a lover of good men (or Commandnkeepers),
just, holy, and temperat&. He is to be teachable, learned, sound in d@gtaind one who needs
to be able to exhort and to refute all gainsay&rsAs one accountable for all souls under his
caré® -- he is to be intent, prayerful, and helpful esakly in assisting the sick®> Last, he is
to feed the flock of God in an exemplary Wéy- and this he can only do if he himself is a true
worshipper of God?’

May all Ruling Elders (and preaching Elders) alwegmember the golden words of the
great Apostle Peter. 'The Elders which are anymog | exhort -- | who too am an Elder!...

'Feed the flock of God among you, taking its owgrsnot by constraint but willingly; not
for filthy lucre but of a ready mind; neither agrizgglords over God's heritage but being examples
to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd shalemr, you shall receive a crown of glory that
does not fade away?

'Likewise, you younger ones -- submit yourselvetheoElder! Yes, all of you be subject

to one another -- and be clothed with humilityor 6od resists the proud, and gives grace to the
humble.
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'Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty tedi@@od!**® For there must be no place
for Elders like Diotrophe&? in any godly Session of the Church of the Triural G

The Lord keeps on ruling! So may today's Eldeesitselves too themselves rule under
His rulership — just as in Heaven, so also hererawdon Earth!

DEGENERATION OF ELDERSHIP DOWN TO THE END OF THE MI DDLE AGES

Yet sadly, the Proto-Presbyterian Eldership soaralme confused -- in the increasing
Sacerdotalism of Post-Biblical Christianity. Thatse, as the Totalitarianism of the surrounding
Heathen politics and its Roman religion -- anddbeupted priesthood of Judaism -- more and
more sank into the Christian Church.

Over the next four centuries Clement, Hermas, @yprAmbrose and Jerome all supported
the Biblical Eldership. But Ignatius, Irenaeug/tillian, and finally the Romish Papacy all
overshadowed it -- under the control of an epistapaed Bishop.

Later in fact, under the Romish Papacy, the Bibkddership seems to have disappeared
altogether. And, under the Pontiff of Rome fomgonine centuries -- to have remained
obliterated, right down to the Protestant Refororati

In the (Post-)Apostolic Fathers, Clement (who @dismlind 100 A.D.) stated that "the daily
sacrifices...are...offered...only at the altarftef being first carefully examined by the high
priest.... It is disgraceful, beloved -- yes,Htygdisgraceful and unworthy of your Christian
profession -- that such a thing should be heardasfthat the most steadfast and ancient
church...should...engage in sedition against isiBiters™*

By the time of Ignatius (who died around 117 A.Bhg Diaconate and the Eldership had
been shrunk back to but one Deacon and one Eldehpech. Indeed, the one Elder had already
been elevated into an episcopal Bishop and the diethe local church.

Ignatius wrote of Burrhus your Deacon: "l beg heg/m@ntinue longer...for your honour --
and that of your Bishop!... Being subject to Bishop and the Presbytery, may you in all
respects be sanctified!... Itis fitting you shtbwn together, in accordance with the will otiyo
Bishop.... Your justly renowned Presbytery..iftedl...to the Bishop, as the strings are to the
harp.... You must not do anything without thelBig....

"Having beheld your Bishop..., | am struck with adrion.... By His silence, He [note
the capital 'H"] is able to accomplish more thaeytwho talk [or preach?!] a great deal [like the
Preachers previously did].  For he [the Bish@pihi harmony with the Commandments and
ordinances of the Lord even as the strings are thgharp, and is no less blameless than was
Zacharias the Priest.... Where the Shepherteseg tyou as sheep must follow....

"See that you all follow the Bishop!... Let nom@o anything without the Bishop!...

Wherever the Bishop shall appear, there let thaitndé [of the people] also be.... It is not
lawful without the Bishop earlier to baptize orcielebrate a love-feast.... Reverence both God
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and the Bishop!... He who does anything withbatknowledge of the Bishop, does [in reality]
serve the devil?”

Still, yet less than a century after the completdRoly Scripture, Hermas rightly notes
that "the Presbyters...preside over the Churchtd-that "Bishops given to hospitality...always
gladly received the Servants of God.... The Bishoever failed to protect...the widows and
those who were in want, and always maintained ya ¢tmversation??

Yet, by the time of Irenaeus (who died around 19B.A just over a century after the
completion of the Bible, the false doctrine of &pbs successiobegan to reveal itself. Wrote
he: "All therefore in every church who may wishgee the truth..., contemplate clearly the
tradition of the Apostles!... We are in a positio reckon up those who were by the Apostles

"They were desirous that these men should be venfiggt and blameless in all things,
whom also they were leaving behind as their sucesess [We do this | say,] by indicating that
tradition derived from the Apostles of the veryareand universally-known church founded and
organized at Romigy the two most glorious Apostles Peded Paul -- as also the faith preached
to men which comes down to our time by means otloeessions of the Bishops.

"For it is a matter of necessity that every chwslbuld agree with this church [of Rome]
on account of its preeminent authority..., inasmagthe apostolical tradition has been preserved
continuously by those who exist.... The blesspdsiles, then, having founded and built up the
Church -- committed into the hands_of Lirthe Office of the Episcopate.... To him succeéede
Anacletus and after him in the third place from the Apostl€élementvas allotted the Bishopric
[of Rome]."?%

Indeed, even according to Tertullian (who died actb@20 A.D.), the one "whom Peter
bade to take his place and sit upon this chairightiest Romewvhere he himself had sat, was
Linus.... After him_(Ana)Cletukimself the fold's flock undertook. As his suss@r, Anacletus
was by lot located.__Clemefullows him.'2%

Still, the A.D. 200-58 Cyprian contended it isddvine authority that the Presbyter be
chosen in presence of the people and be approveulitijc judgment® And Augustine's
mentor Ambrose (339-97 A.D.) complains that thistom [of the Ruling Elder] had fallen into
desuetude through...the pride of the Teachers vardes undivided power for themselvé¥."

Even as late as around 400 A.D., the great SclaoldrBible Translator Jerome still
championed the equality of Bishops and PresbytérdisEpistle to Titushe says: "Aishop
is thesameas aPresbyter.... Before dissensions were introduced int@reh by the instigation
of the devil..., churches were governed by a comr@ouncil of Presbyters... LetBishops
know that they argreater thanPresbytersmore bycustomthan in consequence of our Lord's
appointment!*®

In his Letter 52 to NepotignJerome urges him: "Be obedient to your Bishop.The
Bishop combines in himself many titles..Bishopsshould know themselves to be Priests (or
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Presbyters, not lords. Let them render to the Clergy tbadur which is their due, so that the
Clergy may offer to them the respect which belalgBishops.

"There is a witty saying of the orator Domitius wihiis here to the point: 'Why am | to
recognize you [the Supreme Bishop] as Leader oStmate, when you will not recognize my
rights as a private member?"... A Bishop andRnesbyters are like Aaron and his sons....
There should be but one Ministry.... Itis a lsadtom which prevails in certain churches, for
Presbytersto be silent when Bishops are present.... 'Ytlang," writes the Apostle Paul, "be
revealed to another that sits by -- let the fidtis peace!" (First Corinthians 14:30-33).A.
Bishop should rejoice in the discrimination whickshed him to choose such for the Priests (or
Presbytersof Christ!'®®

In hisLetter 69 to Oceanysgerome wrote: "l bring our two Epistles of theo&pe -- the
first to Timothy (First Timothy 3:1-7), and the s&c to Titus. In the first, is the following
passage: 'lf a man desires the office of a Bishepdesires a good work. A Bishop then must
be...the husband of one wife...that rules his oausk well, having his children in subjection with
all gravity.'

"Immediately at the commencement of the Epistl€itos, the following behests are laid
down: 'l left you in Crete...[to) ordallders (plural!) in every city..., if any be...the huslolaof
one wife, having faithful children.... For a Boghmust be blameless, as the Stewairééod
(Titus 1:5-9).... Only monogamists should be emdsr the Clerical Office, whether as Bishops
or as_Presbytet&® -- or 'Eldersin the Authorized Version.

In hisLetter 146 to Evangeluderome says: "The Apostle clearly teaches_trestii®ters
are the same as Bishops Listen to this passage: 'Paul and Timothgoasll the saints in Christ
Jesus which are at Philippi with the Bishops anddoes' (Philippians 1:1).... There is the
following passage which clearly proves a Bislaogl aPresbyter to be the same Writing to
Titus (1:5-7), the Apostle says: 'For this causeftlyou in Crete, so that you should...ordain
Presbytersn every city..., if any be...the husband of onfeyhaving faithful children.... For a
Bishopmust be blameless as the Steward of God'....

"Peter also says in his First Epistle (5:1-2): "Phhesbytersvhich are among you, | exhort --
| who am yourFellow-Presbyter.... In the Greek, the meaning is plainer. therword used
is Episkopountes- that is to say, overseeing This is the origin of the name Overseer

"Listen to...that son of thunder [the Apostle John] One of his Letters (Second John 1)
begins thus: 'Thdresbyter to the elect lady and her children [perhaps meprtimn the
Presbytery'].... And another (Third John 1) tHlleePresbyter to the well-beloved Gaius'....

"What function...belongs to a Bishop that does algb belong to &@resbyter?...
Wherever there is a Bishop -- whether it be at Rameat Engubium; whether it be at
Constantinople or at Rhegium; whether it be at Atekia or at Zoan -- his dignity is oré"

Even in hisAgainst the Pelagiangderome writes: "The Apostle described the charanft

a Bishop when he wrote to [First] Timothy (8:2The Bishopmust be...the husband of one
wife...; one who rules well his own house, havigydhildren in subjection with all modesty.'....
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"Writing also to his Disciple Titus (1fh he...points out what sort of Bishops ought to

ordain.... 'l left you in Crete, so that you skilouappointElders in every city..., if any man
is...the husband of one wife, having children tbatieve....  For the Bishop must be
blameless.*?

So Jerome equates Bishops and Presbyters! Tadg be men of one wife, and to rule
their children well. For if a Bishop or Presbytannot rule his own household -- how shall he
be able to rule the household of God?

After this, however, we see -- in Rome -- the rise ef Bapacy! The Pope became a
celibate, childless and wifeless tyrant. The Bpbf Rome gradually turned into the Pontiff,
as the highest earthly Prophet-Priest-King. AlteEs then became unknown, until the time of
the Protestant Reformation -- when the Presbytevgere resurrected and replaced the Pope as
the Ruling Elders of Christ's Church.

CALVIN ON ELDERSHIP IN GENESIS AND EXODUS

Luther deprived the Pope of his ecclesiastical ppaad instead subjected the Church to
the government of the Christian State. But it waalvin, the father of resurrected
Presbyterianism, who subjected the depapalizeddafihuto the Biblical control of the Church's
own Ruling Elders.

Calvin's doctrine of Eldership runs right through the Bjlftem Genesis to Revelation --
and then throughout Church History down to Calvid forever therebeyond. To him -- Adam,
Abel, Seth, Enoch and Noah were_all Elders

For by faith, said Calvintie Eldershad witness borne to them. By faith we undetstan
that the worlds have been framed by the Word of. GodBy faith Abel offered to God a more
excellent sacrifice.... By faith Enoch was tratetl, that he should not see death.... By faith,
Noah...prepared an ark to save his househol®By.faith, Abra(ha)m when he was called --
obeyed?*?

Regarding Abram's_StewandEldest ServantEliezer, Calvin comments: "He also calls
him the son oMeshek.. Some derive it fromhaakak which means to run to and fro -- and
translate it Stewardr Superintendent Because he who sustains the care of a largeehauns
hither and thither in attending to his business."

That is, according to the usual interpretationhef Hebrew phrase, the son or person to
whom the house was ldft charge by its Master. The various ancient versions epx¢he
Syriac, agree in this interpretation.

When Joseph went to bury his father, Abraham'sdg@m Jacob -- all the Servants of
Pharaohthe Eldersof his house and dthe Eldersof the land of Egypt, went with him." Calvin
rendered thisascenderuntque cum eo omnes servi Phara®ersoresdomus ejus, et omnes
Senioresterrae AEgypti**®
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God said to Moses: "'Go and gattiez Eldersof Israel together and say to them, "The Lord
God of your fathers...appeared to me'.... Ilwithg you up out of the affliction of Egypt.... nd
they shall hearken....

"You shall come, you antthe Elders of Israel, to the king of Egypt.... You shall/sa
him, 'The Lord God of the Hebrews has met with.usNow let us go...three days' journey into
the wilderness, so that we may sacrifice to thellour God!""

Calvin comments: "Moses is commanded to begin thighElders, and to speak to them
concerning their coming deliverance -- so that tmay thus by their authority arouse the body
of the people to a good hope.... The childrersiEfel were assured that the end of their woes
was near.... What had been handed down throwgRadlriarchs as to their future deliverance,
was not entirely forgotten....

"They [the Elders] shall hearken to your voice." This, many takée a promise from
God that they should be obedient.... He wouldroamd them by the mouth of Moses, and...then
they would accompany him in bearing the messaghsraoh ¢

The Bible then says: 'Moses and Aaron went andegathtogether athe Elders of the
children of Israel. And Aaron spake all the wondsch the Lord has spoken... And the people
believed..., then they bowed their heads and wopshl.'

Calvin comments: ""Moses and Aaron went.... Fallyhand religiously, the two brothers
executed the commands of God. They gatherediegite Eldersf the people —because...God
wished not to contend by means of the tumultuodscanfused clamour of a mob.... 'And the
people believed 2’

Next, 'Moses called fall the Elders of Israel, and said to them, 'Draw out and take fo
yourselves a lamb according to your families atidihe Passover (Lamb).... For the Lord...will
not permit the destroyer to come in to your honoesnite you.™

Calvin comments: "Then Moses called for thié Elders’ His address is especially
directed tdhe Elders, so that they might afterwards repeat it to thétitade. For he could not
have been heard at the same time by so great aemhpeople #®

Then, 'the Lord said to Moses, "Go...before thepfe@nd take with you dhe Elders of
Israel... Smite the rock!"... And Moses didisdhe sight othe Elders of Israel.... Moses'
father-in-law took a burnt offering and sacrifiées God -- and Aaron came aad the Elders
of Israel, to eat bread with Moses' father-in-lafdoe God....

'Moses' father-in-law said to him... "You shalldedhem [the Elders]... You shall
provide out of all the peoplble mensuch as fear God, men of truth hating covetousnessl
place such over them to be rulers of thousandhérargest National Assembly) and rulers of
hundreds (in the district State Assemblies), rutdrifties (in the regional Presbyteries) and
rulers of tens (in the local Sessions).... Lentludge the people!"... And Moses chose able
men...and made them heads over the people -- mflénsusands, rulers of hundreds, rulers of
fifties, and rulers of tens. And they judged te®ple at all seasorfs®
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Calvin comments that Moses' father-in-law "worsleigpp.God with...faith.... It [that faith]
was duly offered, because Moses and AarontaedElders openly professed themselves his
companions and partook with him.... This is thgot of..government that God's tribunal
should be exerted on Earth, wherein He may exetices@udge'soffice....

"Judges..should not arrogate to themselves a power unalbed by any laws nor allow
themselves to decide anything arbitrarily or wahtorNor...assume to themselves what belongs
to God..... They are threpresentatives(vicarios) of God.... All private individuals...should
not rashly appeal tthe...Judges but should approach them with pure hearts, s ifiring of
God."

Sothe Judgeswere chosen frorthese Elders Moses was told: "™You shall choose out
and take the most worthy, so that saahOffice be not entrusted rashly to anyone that offers'....
Among a free people. the Judgesshould not be chosen for their wealth or rankfbutheir
superiority in virtue....

"Four qualifications...must principally be regardedthe appointments.... Ability in
business; the fear of God,; integrity; and the cmmqitieof riches.... Moses...designates strenuous
and courageous persons.... He adds piety.hairthey should exercise théffice as having
an account to render to God....

"Hatred of covetousness is demanded.... Singesase so constantly set frdgesby
the offers of pecuniary advantage, they would eatudy fortified against this mode of corruption
unless they earnestly detested avari¢e."

Next, at Mt. Sinai, 'Moses came and calledthe Elders of the people, and laid before
their faces all these words which the Lord commdnrde.... And He said to Moses, "Come
up to the Lord — you and Aaron...and seventthefElders of Israel, and worship!"....

‘Then Moses went up..., and seventythed Elders of Israel.... They saw the God of
Israel..., but upothe Noblesof the children of Israel, He did not lay His han@hey too saw
God, ancate and drank.... The Lord said to Moses..I,éachthem!".... Moses...went up into
the Mount of God. And he said tiee Elders. "You wait here for us!®

Comments the great Protestant Reformer John CéHNere...arises a question respecting
the sevent¥lders.... We gather from this passage that even béi@yecame to Mount Sinai,
each tribe had appointed @vernors (Praefectoywho would make up this number.... When
Moses afterwards desired to be relieved of hisénsdpart ofhe governmentwas transferred
to these seventy persons (Exodus 18:18-26), dieawmber was already sanctioned by custom
and use....

"It might also have been that the desire and irgardf the Israelites was thus to celebrate
the memory of their origin. For seventy persoad one down into Egypt with Jacob.... Inless
than two hundred and twenty years after they weetet their race had increased to six hundred
thousand besides women and children.... Sevemgpps were appointed poeside over the
whole people..., to trace the commencement of thee back to its very source....
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"On the footstool (Exodus 24:10), Infinite Majesafypeared -- such as to strike Elders
with astonishment.... The Elders were not made participators of the prophetic.gift.(Yet)
the Rulersof Israel remained safe and sound.... If anydiiiee people had attempted to do the
same aghe Rulers, he would have experienced...his destructiorkree and bold access turned
out successfully tthe Elders..., because they obeyed the command of God/Nhat follows
as to their eating [that dhe Noblesin Exodus 24:11], | interpret to mean a solemn banquet
which was a part or appendage of a sacrifice weaBave seen in Exodus 18[12-26F."

CALVIN ON ELDERSHIP IN LEVITICUS TO DEUTERONOMY

In Leviticus, God says: "lthe Priestthat is anointed do sin..., then let him bring e
sin which he has sinned a young bullock withoutrbé!... The Elders of the Congregation
shall lay their hands upon the head of the bullmfore the Lord.... WhemRuler has sinned...,
he shall bring his offering, a kid of the goatsnale without blemish".... Moses callethe
Elders of Israel...saying, "You must take a kid of thetgofor a sin offering 2*

Calvin comments: "He now_distinguishégtween_differenfpersons....  The more
illustrious was his dignity, the more diligentlycdarealously ought his life to be confirmed to the
model of holiness.... This in some measure relatall the Levites.... It now extends to a# th
Ministers and Pastors of the Church....

"The Priest...should come before God to perfornGfiee of reconciliation.... It was not
lawful that more mediators should be appointedA.peculiar atonement is also appointed for
the transgression dhe Rulers... He undoubtedly designates the heads Gowdernors
generally, because they who bede do more injury by their bad example than privagespns.

If then any othe Judgesor Governors had sinned through error, he might indeed besetidy
alesser victim than the Priest.... Thosauthority should more carefully keep themselves pure
from every transgressioi?*

In Numbers, 'the Lord said to Moses, "Gather toddeenty men athe Elders of Israel
whom you know to béhe Elders of the people an@fficers over them, and bring them to the
tabernacle...so that they may stand there with'youMoses went out...and gathered the seventy
men ofthe Elders.... And the Lord came down...and took of theiBghat was upon him and
gave it to the seventglders.... And Moses got himself into the camp, he gnredElders of
Israel #2°

Calvin comments: "God complies with Moses by assowy with him seventy
companions..., taking from him some portion of Bprit to distribute amongst the others....
As long as Moses alone was appointedite the people, he was so supplied with the necessary
gifts of the Spirit -- as that his ability shouldtrbe inferior.... God now promises that the oghe
shall be his companions, in such sort as that Mdeb his gifts among them all....

"The word 'Spirit' is here...applied...as if he Isdid: 'l had deposited with your gifts,
sufficient for thegovernmentof the people. But now..., | will distribute Hise measure to each
of the seventy.... Since the race of Abrahamiesh increased in an incredible manner in two
hundred and twenty years..., the seventy wkreted... When Moses went up into Mount Sinai

-296-



to receive the Tables from the hand of God, he toittk him seventyfficers.... These same
persons who had been appointeaiders were called to thisQffice....

"It is...certain that when the Jews [later] retwrrisom the Babylonish captivity..., they
followed the example here set them in the estaflestt of theiiSanhedrin.. Also now-a-days,
when He calls both the Pastors...and Magistratebdw Office..., He chooses rather with
reference to their spiritual endowments.... ldemmends those whom He has destined to any
exaltedOffice....

"The narrative...declares in general terms thfitloses] omitted nothing.... Itwould have
been very inappropriate to speak only of the sgvElders.... TheElders were called to the
Tabernacle, so that they might there be appoiRtddrs andOfficers.... This was equivalent
to their being set before God so that they mighediger exercise their Office with more
authority... They were not appointed to be Prégphe So | understand what Moses says
afterwards, 'and they did not add' (Numbers 11:25After the appointment of the seventy, all
betook themselves to their own statioffs."

Numbers also states that 'Moses rose up...tlenélders of Israel followed him' And
Numbers refers also to 'the Elders of Midian' &inel Elders of Moal3?’

Here throughout, Calvin has the w@eniores This shows the Eldership was not peculiar
to Israel alone, but went right back to the disjpersf the nations at the tower of BaB#l.

In his Sermons on Deuteronomy9-15, Calvin states that "God...did always laidion
them [His people] tmovern them.... God should take order fbe governing of them....
Although Moses saw the burden to be overheavyifor et he did not...renounce his calling to
give overthe Office that God had committed unto him, but sought tbdlped and succoured,
saying, 'Let men be choseatt

"Paul distributeghe Officesin such a way, as every man must have his podfidhem.
Because there is not any one man that is able @ldo We must also mark this saying of
Moses, 'You must choose men of wisdom and of g&ibig men well tried, so that they may be
set over you according to your tribes -- even alieusands, over hundreds, and over fifties'....

"Godgoverns... First of all, He requires men that are stestich as are not womanish....
Have men this consideration with them, when theglguut to choos@fficers of justice -- that
they will needs have the fear of God to be the thigg in that party?... Is it not as good as a
wilful provoking of God's wrath and spiting of Hiwhen folk having free election -- whereas
they should choose men to serve God and to b@#iers -- do instead keep routings in taverns
or alehouses?... When God gives a people libedigooséfficers, they must not abuse it but
must use discretion in choosing them.... Elestishall never be well ordered, except God
overrule them by His Holy Spirit*°

In Deuteronomy 1:13-17, God elaboratesadithe Elders in Exodus 18:12-26. 'Take
for yourselves wise men...known among your tribes, | will make thenRulers over you!" So
Moses 'took...thehief of...tribes...and made thdmeads.., captainsover thousands and...over

hundreds and...over fifties and...over tens..nd Acharged yoududgesat that time?*°
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Calvin comments: "Those who weregdreside in judgment, were not appointed only by
the will of Moses -- buglectedby the votes of the people.... This is the ndesirable kind of
liberty.... We should not be compelled to obegrg\yperson who may tyrannically be put over
our heads.... No one should rule, except he peoapd of by us.... Moses recounts that he
awaited the consent of the people, and that nothexg attempted which did not please them
all....

"[He] distinguishesthe Judges...  They should be wise; and understanding; and
experienced.... Neither the greatest probitydiggence would be sufficient for th@ffice of
Ruler, apart from skill and sagacity.... | explainpojnting out prudent persons endued with
sound judgment and discretion.... Experienceangiaintance with business is required in
Judges Because none but the practised, are competetitd management....

"Judgesshould be restrained by fixed laws -- lest begitftee, they should be swayed this

way or that by favour or ill will.... Whereverdte is a sufficient capacity of intellect, equihda
rectitude will prevail.... Moses therefore re@simagnanimity idudges so that they may not

hesitate to bring upon themselves the hatred qfiarlgeir defence of a good cause.... They are
to be afraid of no mortal man, because 'the judgnse@od's'....

"How absurd it is to turn from the right courset otithe fear of man! Because thus the
majesty of God is prostituted and exposed to scorrHonour must be paid to God.... They
should look upon all men as beneath them, andaiestine audacity of the wicked with such
inflexible magnanimity that God alone may havehseminence....

"Let all those who are called to any pulgliffice, sustain themselves by this doctrine -- that
they are doing God's work Who is well able to kéepm safe from the violence as well as the
craftiness of the whole world!... All posts ofnemand are sacred to God, so that whosoever are
called to them should reverently and diligentlyvse6God -- and ever reflect that His is the
dominion of which they are the Minister§™

Right after giving Moses His Ten Commandments, &od: 'These words the Lord spake
to all yourAssemblyon the Mount... And He wrote them in two taldéstone.... You came
near to Me, even alhe headsof your tribes angour Elders.?**

Calvin comments: "Because he had been put betwesn by God, as their Minister,
Moses...reminds...them...it was done at theiripatand request. He reminds them...they had
been eye-witnesses of God's fearful power.... eikwessly testifies that these requestse
presented by thieeadsof their tribes and theElders."?*

God says:JudgesandOfficers you shall make for yourselves in all your city-emt..
They shalljudge the people with just judgment.... At the mouthwo witnesses or three
witnesses, he that is worthy of death shall beguaeath.... The Elders of his city shall send
and fetch him...and deliver him..., that he may.die At the mouth of two witnesses or at the
mouth of three witnesses, the matter shall be ksitalol >

Sothe Judgeswere apparently chosen fraghe Elders. Calvin comments:Judges and
Officers you shall make'.... In order that the people maye readily submit tdudges God
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reminds them that the human race could not otheraggpreserved.... Magistrates are appointed
by the suffrages of the people.... Let us lehat they are the necessary Ministers of God, to
confine all men under the yoke of the laws...wduld be ridiculous to appoi@overnors, if

it were lawful to despise them with impunif?>"

In Calvin'sSermonson DeuteronomyCalvin says "God has created us after His Own
image, and given ugominion and sovereignty over all His creatures.... Hewsa could not
maintain ourselves, unless there were laws to belth andludgesto execute those things....

"Without laws and Magistrates, we should be deprvieall God's blessings.... Itisto no
purpose to have good and just laws, unless thenedneto set them in force and to put them in
execution.... We must needs think it an inestimaiit, when God grants a people or nation
liberty to choose their owdudgesand magistrates....

"It is said expressly, 'in every city'.... If mshould be driven to go far to seek justice...,
seeing that misdemeanours are rife and touch us+iéthe redress should be delayed too long,
it would not boot at all.... Therefore our Loralys that theyHlders as Judgekshould be
appointed in every city.... Our Lord will hadedgesand Magistrates in every city.... The word
'to judge' imports tgovern....

"If it happens that a man who hated his neighlaod killed him, flees to the place of
privilege -- letthe Elders of that place'...the Rulers or Governors..'and Judges and
Magistrates, take him and fetch him thence'....

"Our Lord will not have any one witness to be badé in any case.... Witnessmust
needs be admitted.... God has ordained that siengld be two witnesses before a case were
judged -- that is to say, that a man should be convibteidvo or three withesses before sentence
were given upon him as guilty....

"Also, we have to follow the rule which our Lordsds Christ gives us (Matthew 18f15
Namely, that if any man has done amiss toward esywarn him secretly. And that if he not
receive our warning, we take two or three witnessesthat in their mouth the thing may be the
better established.... It behooves us to follogvdrder which we heaf*

God says: 'If one be found slain...and it not bevkmwho has slain him, then ydglders
and yourdudgesshall come forth.... The city which is next ke tslain man, evethe Elders
of that city shall take a heifer....

'‘And the Elders of that city shall bring down the heifer to a rbugalley...and shall strike
off the heifer's neck.... Athe Elders of that city next to the slain man, shall washrthands
over the heife”®’

Calvin comments:The Elders of the nearest city should take a heifer...andgoiti into
a stony and barren valley, cut off its neck..., wiir hands, and bear witness that their hands
as well as their eyes are pure.... 'All the EHd#rthat city'...wash...their hands.... It was jas
if they had presented the corpse of the dead nfandb@od, and had stood themselves opposite
to it to purge away the crime....
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"Also, they[the Elders] ask for pardon -- because it might have beenutjnotheir
carelessness that the man was smitten.... Theyagain taught how greatly God abominates
murders.... God at length declares that He vatl impute it to them, when they have duly
performed this rite of expiation.... In this walyey humbly reconciled themselves to Him and
shut the door against murders for the time to ctifie.

In Calvin'sSermonson DeuteronomyCalvin says: "Our Lord will have them make a new
survey.... He will havéhe Elders, Judges and Priests to be presentludgesand Ministers
of Justice are warned here, to do their dutiesle says that 'the Priests shall resort there with
the GovernorsandJudgesof the city, and take a young heifer...and cutloéf neck.*®

God says: 'lIf a man has a stubborn and rebellioasvho will not obey the voice of his
father or...mother..., then shall his father arschimother...lay hold of him and bring him outhe
Elders of his city... They shall say the Elders of his city, "This our son is stubborn and
rebellious”.... And all the men of his city shsibne him with stones so that he dies.’

Calvin comments: "Moses declares that those arerdeg of death who are of such a
stubborn and intractable disposition as to rejeetauthority of their father and mother.... God
requires the case to be decided on the evidentte dather and mother, and commands that it
shouldpublically be heard....

"A legal trial undoubtedly ensued..... A triamplies...the son was heard in his defence....
When he was to be stoned by the whole people, & mexessary that he should first be
convicted.... He was brought foghblically, so that he might be allowed to plead his catfSe."

God says: 'If a man takes a wife..., and says..éiWhcame to her, | found her not a
maiden" -- then shall the father of the woman aeadrhother...bring forth the tokens of the
woman's virginity tahe Elders of the city.... The woman's father shall sayhe Elders, "I
gave my daughter to this man as his wife.... 18ok, he has...said 'l did not find your daughter
to be a maiden'.... Yet these are the tokensyalamghter's virginity"....

'‘And they [the father and mother] shall spreadttbth beforeghe Eldersof the city. Then
the Elders of that city shall take that man [the husband}l ehastise hint*

Calvin comments: "God provides...lest a husbandilshanjustly bring reproach upon a
chaste and innocent young woman.... This is ihdeeact of gross brutality, that a husband
wittingly and willingly should seek a false pretéott divorcing his wife by bringing reproach and
infamy upon her.... The Eldersof that city shall take that man. Calumny irstbase received
a threefold punishment

In hisSermonson DeuteronomyCalvin says: "Whedudges and Magistratesare warned
about their Office, everyone in particular oughg#gher an instruction from this.... Let us not
wait for our punishment at the handglofiges and Magistratedor falsely accusing anybody....

"Judges and Magistratesare bound to maintain the good name of them wteo ar
faultless.... God...appoinfudges and Magistratedo execute that which He commands....
This commandment is given Jadges and Magistratesouching civil order 3
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God says: 'If a man does not want to take his [dieaxther's wife, then let his brother's
wife go up to the city-gate tihe Elders, and say: "My husband's brother refuses to rgpseu
his brother a name in Israel; he will not perfotra tluty of my husband's brother!" Then his
brother's wife shall come to him in the presendb@fElders, and loosen his shoe from his foot
and spit in his face.’

Calvin comments: "His kinsman should obviate theddean's childlessness.... Itwas a
consolation in this condition, to hope for a borealoffspring.... Boaz did not marry Ruth
because he was the brother of her deceased hushdamhly his near kinsmai?*

In hisSermonson DeuteronomyCalvin says: "The thing then which God has oreldiim
this place, is 'that the woman shall comghtEldersof the city'.... She was to come beftire
Judges and to cause the next of kin...to be called.d e Judgeswere to do what they could
to persuade him....

"It is said in this place 'thahe Judgesmay persuade the man'... God would haee
Judgesspeak to the man to persuade him as far as they ate. But if the man would not
consent to them, they should content themselvedNe see thathe Magistrates and other
Justicers ought to abstain from using any force and violeincthat thing which they cannot
simply command?#*

God says: 'Moses witthe Elders of Israel commanded the people, saying: "Keethall
Commandments which | command you this day!™ ©@atomments: "And Moses witlhe
Elders'.... God would have His precepts written ondberposts.... When the precepts were
written on the doors, everyone was admonishedibditouse was sacred to God.... Whosoever
entered it, might know that it was as it were thecsuary of heavenly doctrine, and...their zeal
might be stirred up to the pure worship of G&4."

Moses said to the people: 'All of you stand thig Hafore the Lord your God -- you
Captains of your tribes, yourElders, and your Officers.' Calvin comments:
"Moses...address(es) th@hiefs.... After having begun with ti@fficers, theElders, and men
-- he descends to the little children and the wi¥&s

In his Sermonsn DeuteronomyCalvin adds*® "Moses speaks expressly both of men,
women, little childrenGovernors, theElders of the peopleall the Chief of the people....
Moses speaks éfrincesandGovernors.... Moses in this place observed great ordarsaying
that theHeadsandRulers andthe greatest of the peoplevere there to bind themselves to God."

God says: 'Moses wrote this Law, and delivered.iial the Elders of Israel.... Moses
commanded..."Gather to a8 the Elders of your tribes and youdfficers, so that | may speak
these words in their ears.'

Calvin comments: "The addition dfie Elders is not superfluous. For although the Office
of teaching was not committed to them, yet werg tiieen agCoadjutors...in order that they
might uphold the doctrine of the Law and not peittd be scorned.... Nor do the(y)...duly fulfil
their duty, if they do not keep their subjectsite study of religion.... He (Moses) commands
the Eldersand Officers...to be called to listen..The Headsof tribes andhe Princesof the
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people, each of them led their band.... The askegofthe Eldershere mentioned, is so far
from excluding the rest of the multitude that ithexr indicates that the whole people were
gathered together.... He did not 'call Heavenkeeamth to record againgkie Officers only....
Underthe Leaders therefore, the whole multitude is includét.”

In Calvin's Sermonson Deuteronomyhe says "that Moses having written the Law,

committed it to..dll the Elders of Israel' which had the charge and authoritgéwern the
people.®*® Hence, to Calvinthe Elders were Governors calletb'govern.'

CALVIN ON ELDERSHIP FROM JUDGES TO JEREMIAH

After the death of Moses -- God said the Minisleshua rent his clothes..., he dnd
Elders of Israel, and put dust upon their heads.! @atemments "Joshua...atiee Eldersnot
only gave themselves up to sorrow and sadnesgngaiged in solemn mourning...by tearing
their garments and throwing dust on their headsln. turning straightway to God..., they are
influenced by faith.... They cast their caresru@md.**

Too, 'Joshua rose up early in the morning..., ladl@@ Elders of Israel, before the people
of Ai.... All Israel andheir Elders andOfficers and theirJudges stood on this side of the
ark...as Moses the servant of the Lord had comnththid€alvin comments: "All Israel and their
Elders (...stood on this side of the ark...as Moses..dmaxmanded).*?

From the Elders, the Judges were appointed. udosdlled for all Israel and for their
Elders.... And Joshua...called ftire Eldersof Israel.... Israel served the Lord all theslaly
Joshua, and all the daystbe Eldersthat outlived Joshua.... And the people serlied_brd
all the days of Joshua and all the daythefEldersthat outlived Joshua.'

Comments Calvid®®*"He (Joshua) invited all Israel.... He invitixir Elders.... The
summons was addressed specialhtoHeadsandPrefects... The Elders...and others were
commanded to come, and might bring as many per@®ngere disposed to come along with
them."

In Psalm 107:29-32, it states that God 'makesttresa calm.... Let them exalt Him also
in the Congregation..., and praise Him in Assemblyof the Elders!'

Calvin comments: "The Spirit of God by this chal§¢he storm into a calm, places the
providence of God as presiding over all.... Gude...deserves not only to be acknowledged
privately or to be mentioned in the family, buhosld be praised and magnified in all places --
even in the gregdssemblies He makes specific mentionedtbé Elders, intimating that the
more wisdom and experience a person has, the mapable is he of listening to and being a
witness of these praise$t*

Yet apart from his five volumes on the Psalms, fthrdges to Ecclesiastes Calvin wrote

no commentaries. However, as seen earlier abBtieere are more than thirty references to the
Eldership in Holy Scripture from the book of Judgesvn to the time of Joel and Isaiah.
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Joel states: 'Hear this, yold men!" Calvin comments: "He expressly addresbedold,
because experience teaches men muchhe. old, when they see anything new or unusual, must
know that it is not according to the ordinary ceuo$ things....

‘The Prophet directs here his discourséhwold.... Letthe old hear, who have been
accustomed for many years to many revolutions.t them now answer me whether in their
whole life...they have seen any such thift."

'Call a solemmi\ssembly, gathethe Elderd' Calvin comments: "It appears that there was
a solemnConvocation... He...bidsthe old to be gathered'.... He begins wilie old, and
justly so.... Yesterday he said: 'Heau aged He addressed those who by long experience
had learnt in the world many things unknown toytbeng....

"Now, the Prophet means bthe old those to whom was intrusted thpublic
government... Through their slothfulness, they had suffetike worship of God and all
integrity to fall into decay.

"Rightly does the Prophet wish them tollsadersandPrecursorsto the people in their
confession of repentance.... It behooved thenacoount of theiOffice..., to lead the way....
The whole people were implicated in guilt.... FRerbids them all to come withe Elders."*’

'Call a solemAssembly Gather the people! Sanctify the Congregatidt@semble the
Elders!" Calvin comments: "proclaim,’ he says, 'a nmggt.. Call the people, sanctify the
Assembly'... The people, in order to engage in holy B&y, performed those rites.... The
Prophet them alludes to these legal purgationsnveesays 'Sanctify thisssembly'

"He...adds 'Bring togethéne old!... With regard tehe old..., they are separately named
because they ought to have taken [ded by their example.... We know that it is a duty
incumbent orthe old to govern others.... The Prophet bids hére old to be called. For it
behooved them to libe Leadersof others in confessing their repentancé."

In the time of Jeremiah, 'certain thfe Elders...spake to all the Assembly.... Saying:
"Micah...spoke to all the people, saying...'Zioalkhe plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall
become heaps.™

Calvin comments: "When therefotlee Elders saw that wrath was still burning in the
people..., they made use of this discourse...e Hiders from the people of the land rose up'....
They were calleé&lders.... Theywere men authority .... They spoke to 'the whole Assembly
of the people'....

"When therefore the kinElders saw that the minds of the people were still exedpd,
they employed a moderating languageThe Elders said that Micah had spoken to the whole
people, saying 'Thus says Jehovah, "Zion shalldequ like a field."®*°

God said: 'These are the words of the letter #r@ndiah the Prophet sent from Jerusalem

to the residue ahe Elderswhich were carried away captives." Calvin comtsietHe wrote
a book to the remainiriglders.... Many of that age had died.... The old wpproach near the
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goal of life, die first.... He wrote to them whidll remained alive.... His prophecy was destgne
for them all.... He did not however wish to extduthe aged from the comfort of which God
designed them to be partakers.... Knowing thatethivould be a happy end to their captivity,
provided they retained resignation of miref."

CALVIN ON ELDERSHIP FROM THE EXILE TO CHRIST

After the collapse of Jerusalem, Jeremiah's Lantientastate that thElders gave up the
ghost in the city." Calvin comments: "It is...add.'MyElders expired in the city'.... The
Elders perished through famine, because they could ndtf6od.... The Elders sought food,
because long abstinence urged them.... It wassaad that.the Elderswere thus reduced to
want.'#¢*

'The Elders...sat upon the ground.... They had cast upuha their heads. They had
girded themselves with sackcloth." Calvin comragfithe Prophet...says thiité Elders as in
hopeless despair were lying ‘on the ground'; ttegt ‘tast dust of their heads'; that they werd ‘cla
in sackcloth'....The Eldersknew not what to do.... The Prophet does notrtieatthe Elders
by adopting these rites professed to repenthe Eldershad no resources...The Eldersdid
lie down on the ground, as it is usual with tho$®wave no remedy®*

‘The anger of the Lord divided them [the people].They did not favouthe Elders'
Calvin comments: "The Prophet...adds that theyp#ple]...'showed no pity the Elders....
The people...had despised aged... There had been no account madinefaged... The
aged..were inauthority when the kingdom was yet standing.... They heshb.trodden under
feet.'?®3

‘The faces oElders were not honoured...The Elders have ceased from the city-gate.’
Calvin comments: "He adds that 'the facethefagedwere not honoured'.... Some honour is
always rendered told age... That time of life is commonly regarded widverence. When,
therefore, no respect is shownth@ aged-- the greatest barbarity must necessarily prevail
The city was reduced to ruins.... When citiesianabited Judgessit at the city-gate.... But
he says that there were no judgments.... It has the same as though all civil order had been
abolished.**

Even during the Babylonian captivity, Ezekiel sa@twhis Elders. He writes: 'l sat in my
house, and the Elders of Judah sat before me.lvinCeomments: "ByElders of Judah'
l...understand...those who...should be witnessdsoprophecy.... All excuse and pretence of
mistake was taken away from theffr."

Ezekiel also writes: 'Certain tiie Elders of Israel came to me and sat in front of me.’
Calvin comments: "Here Ezekiel relates an eventtlwoof notice.... This was...a real
transaction.... Some tife Elders of Israel came to him for the sake of consultatSh

In Ezekiel twenty, the prophet further writes tltatrtain ofthe Elders of Israel came to

enquire of the Lord, and sat before me. TheMbed of the Lord came to me, saying "Son of
man, speak tthe Eldersof Israel!™
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Calvin comments here: "Some thfe Elders of Israel were chosen to interrogate him
[Ezekiel]. We know this to be customary.... Eeesay 'thathe Elders of Israel came to
consult God." The verbereshproperly signifies 'to seek'.... It is here teed for 'to consult’
or 'inquire into".... It is not surprising tithe Elders came by public consent to the Prophet....

"Itis probably thathe Eldersof Israel came and were sent to inquire concergitingr the
prosperous or disastrous events of their captivityThe clause which | have noticed contains
some useful instruction. The Elders of Israel came to consult God, and sat before the
Prophet'.... They followed what God had commandedis Law....

"God in some way brought Himself forward, whenederinstructed His servants by the
Spirit of prophecy. So whehe Elders of Israel came to the Prophet, they are said toectm
God Himself.... He appointed His servant, by wheenwould speak?®’

Calvin then died, right after commenting on Ezekiednty. At an earlier stage, however,
he also commented on the New Testament (some éntiges later). We now look at those
comments.

CALVIN ON THE ELDERSHIP FROM CHRIST TO ACTS

In the time of Christ, the Scribes and the Phasigeésrael had greatly deteriorated. They
‘came to Jesus...saying, "Why do your Disciplessieess the tradition ghe Elders [of
Judaism]?".... For the Pharisees...do not ta&d,fwithout frequently washing their hands --
holding the traditions d¢he Elders.... The Pharisees and Scribes asked him, s&j)hg don't
your Disciples walk according to the traditiontbé Elders?"™

Calvin comments: "They reckoned it unbecoming.ecemies which were [just] 'traditions
of the Elders and the practice of which was held sacred bySitrébes' [who claimed to uphold
Scripture] -- should not be observed.... Chrestldres them...mistaken who bring forward...'the
commandments of men,' or seek to obtain from thenrule for worshipping God®®

'From that time forth, Jesus began to show hisiplss how He must go to Jerusalem and
suffer many thing fronthe Elders.[of Judaism], and be kille&#® Calvin comments: "Christ
reminds His Disciples of what 'He must suffer'.T.o them, it was a distressing occurrence that
He should 'be rejected bye Elders [of the Judaists]..., who hetlde governmentof the Church
[at that time].?"

After Christ's resurrection, 'the Chief Priestdiayingassembledwith the [Judaistic]
Elders..., entered into consultation. They gave a larga of money to the soldiers [appointed
to guard Christ's tomb], saying: "Say that his ps came by night and stole him while you
were asleep!".... This statement is currentlpreggl among the Jews, till the present day.'

Comments Calvin: "It was the finishing stroke af tlengeance of God, to blind the Jews....
But though this falsehood obtained currency ambagews, this did not prevent the truth of the
Gospel from flying at liberty to the very ends bé&tEarth -- as it always rises victorious over all
the obstacles in the World™
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So from Christ's resurrection onward, the unbetfigviudaistic Elders are rejected. Having
betrayed the Pre-Judaic Trinitarian God by lapsmg Judaistic Unitarianism, they were now
replaced by Christian Elders who re-asserted Glstarianism and who boldly upheld the
resurrection of His Son Jesus Christ.

After the Disciples were called 'Christians' firstAntioch, those there sent relief to their
brethren in Judaea -- the [Christian] Elders' there. Calvin comments: "Two things must be
noted here. First, that the Antioch church chose who were trustworthy and of proved honesty
to convey their blessing. Secondly, that they #¢a theElders, who would disburse it wisely.

"Elders' is the name given to those in whose hands wagotvernmentof theChurch....
The Deacons were in charge of tables. But in suehy that they were still undére Elders,
and did nothing without theauthority ."*’* For in the Church, the Christian Elders had now
replaced the Elders of degenerate Judaism.

Wherever the Apostles Paul and Barnabas went,ajyeginted.Elders [plural'] in every
church?” Calvin comments: "l interpreRresbuterougplural] here, as those on whom the
Office...had been enjoined.... From what Paus g&yrst Timothy 5:17)..., some were only
censors of morals.. Luke (in Acts 14:23) says thaiey were set oveevery church....

"The Apostles...had appointed (them)umtes (suffragiis creasseht The Greek word
cheirotoneimmeans to determine something by raising handspasially done in the Assemblies
of the people.... Paul and Barnabas are saagpmint Presbyters'.... They allow it to takecpla
by the votesof all.... The peoplbad_a free electiott’

‘Certain men who came down from Judaea taught tathin [who had formerly been
Heathen, that they needed to be circumcised] heiWherefore Paul and Barnabas had no small
dissension and disputation with them [the Judajzérsy determined that Paul and Barnabas and
certain other of them should go up to Jerusaleting@postles anBlders about this question....
When they were come to Jerusalem, they were ratéyée¢he church and by the Apostles and
Elders.... And the Apostles arfelders came together for to consider this matter....

‘Then it pleased the Apostles daldlers...to send chosen men...to Antioch with Paul and
Barnabas.... And they wrote letters by themy dlfis manner: "The Apostles akthers...send
greeting to the brethren which are of the Gentilesntioch and Syria and Cilicia.... It seemed
good to us, being assembled with one accord, b demsen men to you...who shall also tell you
the same things by mouth.... Abstain from me#iessed to idols; and from blood...; and from
fornication.... If you keep yourselves from thieu shall do well.

‘They went through the cities. They deliverednihthe decrees -- to keep what was
ordained by the Apostles akdders.... And so the churches were established iffiditie, and
increased in number daiff?

Comments Calvin: "It is not something without préeet, if controversies over doctrine
still arise among those who profess the same Gosp#Dissension had arisen'.... The servants
of Christ must observe...moderation.... If attmg Satan stirs up disturbances and contentions,
let them try to settle them....
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"They appointed [Paul and Barnabas]...to go Ujmé Spirit of God suggested this remedy
for pacifying the disturbance.... It may well d&sked with what intention the men of Antioch
sent Paul and Barnabas to the rest of the Apastle®All they we looking for, was for the
Apostles to support the good cause....

"All the holy Synodshave been convened from the beginning, for theesamnpose....
Men who are eminent and well-versed in the WorGodl might put an end to controversies --
not in accordance with their own opinion, but imf@ymity with the will of God....

"It cannot be denied that whatever excellence efletyished and was vigorous in the
Church [from 33 A.D. to about 133 A.D.], began &iph after a hundred years [or by about 140
A.D.].... Reject the triflings of the [later] Paps$, who...bring in deceiving masquerades for

"He [Luke, the writer of the book of Acts,] thersams a special place to the Apostles and
Presbyters-- by whom...Paul and Barnabas were receivedt.is evident how brotherly and
human a spirit there was among the ApostlesRmedbyters because...they receive Paul and
Barnabas courteously and extol the grace of God....

"The Apostles anthe Elderswere gathered together'...who by virtue of tkfice were
legitimateJudgesof this matter.... Luke expressly mentions thmgtles andPresbyters as
they were...capabléudges...

"Here a form and order is prescribed by God, invemmgSynods... The Apostles and
Presbyterswisely resolved to send...leading men [to] appetr the letter [from the Synod]....
The Apostles an@resbyterslink themselves as associates to the Holy Spiritit was by His
dictation, that they came to a decision about whay were writing.... The best bond for
fostering concord among the churches, was to obsewhat had been settled®"

'From Miletus, he [Paul] sent to Ephesus and c#le&ldersof the church.... Theycame
to him. He said to them, "I kept back nothindput have shown you and taught you publically
and from house to house.... Take heed theredgr@urselves and to all the flock over which the
Holy Spirit has made yoOverseers to feed the Church of God!"™

Calvin comments that Paul was "summoningRhesbyters(Presbuterousof Ephesus....
They are not annoyed at obeying one of Christ'ssélps.... Those who are call&tbers
(Senioreywere...men whauled over the Church.... Those who are placelithority torule
over others, are callelncients (Senegsand 'FathersRatres....

"He [Paul as their Fellow-Elder] taught not onlhiathe Assembly, but individuals in their
homes.... Those who learn are also warned tiiagy do indeed wish to be counted among the
flock of Christ, they must admihe Pastorsas often as they come to them, and that private
warnings are not to be avoided....

"He now...gives many reasons to show that thieg Presbyter§ must be diligent and

watchful.... They have been called to tBifice not by mortal man but by the Holy Spirit....
They are to devote their care to the Church of Gedr which theyule....
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"The Holy Spirit has appointed y&ishops(Episkopouls By the very name Bishops (or)
Overseers he warn that it is as if they have been set wateh-tower from which they keep
watch for the common safety of all.... About therd Bishops, we must briefly note that Paul
calls all the EphesiaRresbytersthis.... Bishops do not differ from Presbytersany way....

"The Greek verlpoimaineinmeans to feed -- but, by an apt similitude, ttasmsferred to
any sort ofrule.... There is no place for laziness in such aluausOffice.... There is no
excuse for those whom God appointStsvardsof His family..., if they do not diligently devote
themselves to their duties!"

CALVIN ON THE ELDERSHIP IN THE CHRISTIAN EPISTLES

The Epistle of James was perhaps the earliestt@mrigpistle ever written. James asks
his Christian brethren: 'Is any sick among you&t tim call forthe Elders [plural!] of the
church, and let them pray over him... And the/eraf faith shall save the sick®

Calvin comments: "The gift of healing...continueéie [James] directs the sick to have
recourse to that remedy.... The design of Janass. 0 commend the grace of God which the
faithful might then enjoy.... He orderdte Presbytersto be sent for.... The Presbyters or
Elders 'of the church." 1 include here generally albgb who presided over the Church....
Presbyters or Elders..chosen from the people to be as it waesorsto protectiscipline....

"Every church had...its ownSenate chosen from men of weighty and of proved
integrity.... He ordered them to sendtfog Elders, as being those in whom the power and grace
of the Holy Spirit more particularly appeared" As Calvin says in hidnstitutes
"James...orderetthe Presbytersof the Church to be called to anoint the siéR."

In the Epistle to the Romans, Paul refershion’' (masculing who rules." Calvin
comments: "When he speaks of those wile (proistamenous Paul is properly referring to
those to whom thgovernment of the Church was committed. These wtdre Elders
(Seniorey who resided over arrdled the other members, and exercigégtipline....

"Great care is required from those who are chaxgéld the security of all, and great
diligence from those who are in duty bound to kexepch day and night for the safety of all....
Paul was (here)...speaking ahe Elderswho were thdudgesof morals (fnorumCensore} "?%*

"In the Epistle to the Romans (1B:7., he enumerate®fficesas..Governments... By
theseGovernors | understandgeniors selected from the people to unite with Bigshopsin
pronouncing censures and exercising discipliner. this is the only meaning which can be given
to the passage 'he thates with diligence' (Romans 12:8).

"From the beginning, therefore, each church h&8datsatecomposed of...venerable men....
This arrangement was not confined to one age, lamefore we are to regard tkdfice of
Government as necessary for all ages.... He (God Himsslfpresent and also presides
in...exercisingudicial equity. This, Paul also plainly teaches when he enutes@fices of
rule....for the edification of the Church (Romans 12:8) that place..., he is properly speaking
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of the Senateof grave men who were appointed in the Primitiveu€h to taken charge of
public discipline.... This order is mentioned by Paul...in theslpito the Romans (12:8), when
he says 'heules with diligence."®?

In First Corinthians twelve, Paul says 'God hasagete in the Church...[as] Governments.'
Calvin comments: "Now he takes up the discussiddfbiEes.... Some of the Offices to which
Paul is referring, are permanent.... | t&evernments to mearklders (Seniore3, who were
responsible for disciple. For the Early Church iti&'Council othe Elders' (Senatug, to keep
the people in uprightness of life.. Gdvernment was therefore carried out Byesbyters.., in
gravity...and authority?®®

Further: "In...the First Epistle to the Corinthia(%2:28), he enumerateQffices
as..Governments... Bythes&overnorslunderstan&eniorsselected from the people to unite
with theBishopsin pronouncing censures and exercising disciplineThisOffice...he calls
kuberneesejsGovernments (First Corinthians 12:28)....

"The whole jurisdiction of the Church relategdiscipline.... The Church of God...needs
a kind of spiritualGovernment.... This order is mentioned by Paul in the Hipistle to the
Corinthians (12:28), under the name@bvernments %

In his Epistle to the Philippians, Paul writes pesifically allthe Presbyters(plural) at
Philippi. For he writes to ‘all the saints...alhiare at Philippi, witlthe Bishops(Episkopoi3
and Deacons (both plurahd both masculine

Calvin comments: "We may infer from this, that ti@@neBishop' is common., inasmuch
as he assigrseveralto onechurch... Bishop and Pastor are synonymous....

"This is one of the passages which Jeroared A.D. 400) quotes for proving it, in his
Epistle to EvagriugandEvangelu} -- and in hisExposition of the Epistle to Titus [Only]
afterwardghe custom prevailed that only the one whb&Presbytersin each church appointed
over their college, was called Bishop.

"This originated in a human custom, and rests oiscptural authority.... From the
corrupted signification of the word, this evil hasulted that -- as #dll Presbyterswere not
colleagues called to the same office -- one of theer the cloak of a new name usurped
dominion over the othergf®

"He (Paul) mentions thBishops (plural!) of the Philippians. And, in his Epistto
Colosse (1:xf. 4:17), also "Archippus the Bishop of the Colossi%®®

In his First Epistle to the Thessalonians, God :s&ww them which labour among you
and arepver you (proistamenousin the Lord ancadmonishyou!... Esteem themvery highly
in love, for their work's sake!...Warn them that areinruly "

Comments Calvin: "It is...in the interests...of thieole Church that those wiymvern it

faithfully, should be held in esteem.... He fertdescribes the(ir) kind of labour, by adding who
‘admonish or instruct you....
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"He bids his readers pay more than ordinary respesich as governonly for the purpose
of serving the Church.... They are to be honounede than abundantly.... He bids honour to
be bestowed upon those who labour...and faithidyern...'and ar@ver you in the Lord'....

"This appears to have been added, to denote sppiutle.... Because the Lord would have
thegovernmentof the Church to be especially acknowledged a$idis, those whgovernthe
Church in the name and by the commandment of Céurgstor this reason expressly described
as beingover, in the Lord....

"Admonishthedisorderly'...by...correcting and arousing!... The Apostemmands the
disorderly --i.e. those who live in agndisciplined way -- to beadmonished Admonition
is used to mean theproof by which they argestored to order. For they deserve greater
strictness, and cannot be broughtdpentanceby any other remedy®"

In the First Epistle to Timothy, Paul declaresa'finan desires the office of a Bishop, he
desires a good work.... A Bishop...must be. hilngband of one wife..., one that rules well his
own house, having his children in subjection.lf.a man does not know how to rule his own
house -- how shall he take care of the Church?'

Comments Calvin: "Having just forbidden the teaghdffice to women [in First Timothy
2:11-15, Paul immediately in chapter 3:1-7] "noketsthe opportunity to speak of that Office
itself. His reason is first to make it clear thathad good reasons for excluding women from the
exercise of such a demanding duty.... Thus the@ection with the previous passage is in my
view, as if Paul had said that so far from womeindpét to obtain that Office -- not even men
should be admitted to it without discrimination....

"If the objection is raised that tig@vernmentof the Church is so difficult that it ought to
terrify [even]_merof sound judgment, rather than entice them plyrthat godly men desire it....
We should also note what Paul means here by theeQifBishop -- especially in view of the
fact that the early generations [of the later Chpveere led away from the true meaning, by the
custom of their times.... Let us therefore beamind that this word means the same

as..Presbyter....

"Both here and in the first chapter of Titus, Pawrds are 'whs the husband' - not ‘who
hasbeenthe husband' (of one wife).... The only rightgesis, is that of Chrysostom who takes
this to be an express prohibition of polygamyPRaul is rejecting from the episcopate those who
have in the past been guilty of such an office....

"Paul...requires(s) of a Bishop that he should.deerience(d) in the ordinary life of
men.... He should be a good and well-tested jamén.... A man who does not know how to
rule his own family, is unsuited to govern in thieu@ch of God.... The man who here wins the
Apostle's approval, is...he who has learnie his family with wholesomdiscipline."?®

As Calvin adds in hisSermon "He that will do his duty well, being a Shephafida
Congregation, must be as it were a father of allf#lithful. Now if a man canngpovern two
or three children which are in his house...whery #re his own children..., how can he govern
them that are far off?.... How can he keep meawa, when his own wife will not be subject
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to him?.... It be requisite in all Shepherds thay be well ableuling householders, and know
what it is togovern children well.*#°

Paul also says: 'Léhe Eldersthatrule well, be counted worthy of double honour." Here
Calvin comments: "I maintain in the good ordertwé Church, it is highly necessary that the
Presbyters should not be neglected -- but thatrdgard should be paid to them.... Here,
Presbuteroglescribes...afffice....

"Paul has formerly commanded that widows shoultiddd in honour.... Presbyters are
more worthy of honour then they.... But in ortlemake it clear that he does not commend
shams, he adds 'whole well' -- that is, who discharge thé&(ffice faithfully and diligently.*®

Calvin states of God that under the "Fifth Commaedm., the degrees of dignity
appointed by Him must be held inviolable.... WhHanApostle says 'Let the Elders that rule well
be counted worthy of double honour' (First TimaoBh{/7) -- he refers not only to the reverence
which is due to them, but [also] to the recompénseghich their services are entitled™

Calvin comments on First Timothy 5f17To maintain the good order of the Church, it is
highly necessary that tiReesbytersshould not be neglected -- but that due regardldto® paid
to them.... HereRresbuterosiescribes...afffice.

"I have no objection to Chrysostom's interpretabblidouble honour' as meaning support
and reverence.... Paul has formerly commandddatid@ws should be held in honour. But
Presbytersare more worthy of honour than they....

"From this passage, it may be inferred that thexéveo kinds oPresbyters... They were
not all ordained to teach.... Some who ruled well honourably...did not hold a Teaching
Office. The people elected earnest and well-tmed who...in a common Council and with the
authority of the Church would administer discipliaed act agensorsfor the correction of
morals.  Ambrose (339-97 A.D.) complains that tbhisstom had fallen into desuetude
through...the pride of the Teachers who wantedwuiteil power for themselve$®

'‘Againstan Elder, receive not an accusation -- but before two @dhvitnesses!" Calvin
comments: "Paul has good reason for preventing sugheat injustice, and he says that
Presbytersare not to be given over to the malice of evil miédrihey have been convicted by
legal testimony.... Insolent tongues shoulddstrained from defaminBresbyters with
trumped-up accusations.... Yet...every one omthho behaves badly, should be severely
corrected....

"I take this injunction to apply tBresbyters... For just a@resbytersshow the way to
others by the example of an honourable life --ifohey go wrong, it is right that severe
discipline should be exercised against them axample to all.... If anPresbyter commits
afault...., it is clearly preferable that he shiblboé admonished®

In the Epistle to Titus, Paul says: 'l left youGrete, so that you should...ord&fders
[plural'] in every city.., if any be...the husband of one wifaving_faithful children.. For a
Bishop must be blameless, as the Steward of God.'
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Calvin comments: "AppoinElders (plural!) in every city'.... Elders or Presbyters
(Seniores...were chosen for thisffice.... It has always been the practice@Gavernorsto be
called, for honour's sak&lders.... Luke says of Paul and Barnabas in Acts 1ha8they
ordainecElders (plural!) in every church.... They ordained able men who had been elected
or asked for by the people.... Paul tells theel¢ot men who arfeusbands of one wife, not men
who have beeso....

"How can a man rule the Church, if he cannot cdriti® own house?.... His whole
household must reflect a chaste and honourablgtiree... The children should be believers,
so that it may be obvious that they have been redtin the sound teaching of godliness.... They
must_not be unruly For he who cannot obtain any reverence or ssgom from his children --
could scarcely restrain his people by the bridlaisfdiscipliné...

"Paul...gives the honourable title $fewardship-- that is, it is @&overnmen of God's
house.... This passage plainly shows that treer®idifference betweenRresbyter and a
Bishop.... He now freely applies the second title twsthhe has formally callétesbyters...
He uses both names indiscriminately with the saraammg....

"It is clear from this, how much deference hasjfabeen paid to human opinions! Since
the language used by the Holy Spirit [here] haslsst aside, and the usage introduced by the
will of men has prevailed [subsequently].

"For my own patrt, | find no fault with the custonmiwh has prevailed from the very earliest
days of the Church -- whereby each Assembly of &@sh[or Presbyters] has one man as
Moderator. But to take the title of the Officeialin God has give to aland to transfer it to one
man and deprive the rest of it [as was done in-Bidsical times] -- is both unjust and absurd....
To pervert the language of the Holy Spirit so am&ie the very words have a different meaning
from the one He has chosen -- smacks of excesaiyaiaholy temerity?®* Indeed, "Paul
himself enjoins Titus (1:5) to ordaRresbytersin every town."#*

In the Epistle to the Hebrews, Christians are ttld: man takes...honour to himself, but
he that is called by God. Calvin remarks: "Lesstless and turbulent men should
presumptuously push themselves forward to teaghi@r.., it was expressly provided that no one
should assume a Public Office in the Church witheaall (Hebrews 5:4)%

'Remember them whaule over you!... Follow their faith!... Obey thenharule over
you, and submit yourselves! For they watch owerryersons... Salute all them that have the
rule over you!

Calvin comments: "Obey'l... He is speaking & Bastors and oth&@overnors of the
Church.... When he says that 'they watch on befiglour souls,' he is referring properly to
spiritualrule.... The Apostle says...that they watch for yamwls.... This does not apply to any,
except those who are treRilers.... The Papists who use this as a foundatioth®tyranny of
their idol [the Pope], are doubly foolish.

"The Spirit commands us to receive obedientlydlaehing of holy and faithf@ishops...
He commends us to give them honour.... 'For deggh'....
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"The Office of Bishop is such that it includes the greatest labourslf.we want to be
thankful, it is scarcely possible to repay whatomes to them....

"Salute!'... He is sending this greeting paftidy to theRulers, as a mark of honouf?>”
And Calvin adds: "The Word of the Lord remains, ethcommands us to obey those who have
therule over us (Hebrews 13:175%®

In his First Epistle, Peter said to the ChristiemBontus and Galatia and Cappadocia, and
Asia and Bythinia: 'l exhort the Elders among yiowho too am an Elder, (to) feed the flock!
Not as being lords over God's heritage, but bexagwples to the flock.... Likewise, you younger
-- submit yourselves to the Eldef®!'

Calvin says: "Peter had received a command fronLtrd. So he exhorts all other
Presbyters to feed the Church.... Nothing more gizen to Peter, than to the others.... Peter,
when he reminds Pastors of their duty, exhorts tteef@ed the flock without lording it over the
heritage (First Peter 5:2) -- meaning by 'heritége'body of believers®

Calvin comments further: "By this worcHlders'], he means...all those who are appointed
for the Government of the Church. They called thdanesbytersor Elders, for the sake of
honour Geniores honoris cauga.

"Peter similarly callshimself a Presbyter [andnot the firstPop€].... If he had the right
of primacy, he would have claimed it.... TPRe@pemakes [his priests] Presbyters for the quite
different purpose of daily slaying Christ [in th@mish Mass].... Let us then remember to
distinguish the institution of Christ from the casion of thePope as light is different from
darknessF!

Calvin also adds: "Peter...exhaatbother Presbytersto feed the Church (First Peter 5:2).
Hence we are entitled to infer that by that expogssf Christ, nothing more was given to Peter
than to the others.... Peter, when he remind®Badsf their duty, exhorts them to feed the flock
-- without lording it over the heritagé®

Unfortunately, Calvin wrote no commentary on the@®w and Third Epistles of John —
nor on the Book of Revelation. Yet both of th&gestles start off with the wordg§he Elder'
— and Revelation in fact mentions the words 'Ekjesome twelve times® Hence, we must
reject the Papacy -- and instead follow Peter tiesiiiter!

CALVIN'S SUMMARY OF THE ELDERSHIP IN HIS INSTITUTES

Putting all this together, in himstitutesCalvin well summarizes his teaching on the
Eldership. There, he first discusses in Acts Q@ statement of Paul:

"l kept back nothing that was profitable to yout bave showed you and have taught you

publically -- and from house to house'.... Inguleng over the Church, thethe Elders] have
not an indolent dignity -- but must train the peo true piety....
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"Paul and Barnabas appointecesbyters[plural!] overeachof the churchesf Lystra,
Antioch and Iconium (Acts 14:23). And Paul hinigijoins Titus (1:5) to ordaiRresbyters
in every town....

"In like manner, he mentions tiBshopsof the Philippians -- and Archippus the Bishop
of the Colossians. And in the Acts (20:28), weehhis celebrated address to Bresbyters
(plural!) of the church (singular!) of Ephesus....

"In giving the name of Bishop®resbytersand Pastors indiscriminately to those who

govern churches -- | have done it on the authority ofif@are, which uses the words as
synonymous.... In the Acts (20:17), tBllers of Ephesus whom he is said to have called

together -- he (Paul)...designateB&shops...

"In the Epistle to the Romans (18:and the First Epistle to the Corinthians (12:21),
enumeratesQffices as..Governments...  There are two of perpetual durationviz.
Government, and care of the poor.

"By theseGovernors, | understandgeniors selected from the people to unite with the
Bishopsin pronouncing censures and exercising disciplier this is the only meaning which
can be given to the passage 'he thlgs with diligence' (Romans 12:8).

"From the beginning, therefore, each church h&@dtsatecomposed of...venerable men....
This arrangement was not confined to one age, lamefore we are to regard thdfice of
Government as necessary for all ages....

"He (God Himself) is present and also presidesixercisingudicial equity. This, Paul
also plainly teaches when he enumer&éices of rule....for the edification of the Church
(Romans 12:8). In that place..., he is propegbeking othe Senateof grave men who were
appointed in the Primitive Church to taken charppublic discipline. ThisOffice...he calls
kuberneesejsGovernments (First Corinthians 12:28)....

"Lest restless...men should presumptuously pushgbkres forward to teach nrle..., it
was expressly provided that no one should assutubkc Office in the Church without a call
(Hebrews 5:4).... What persons should be eleéBiglgops is treated at length by Paul in two
passages (Titus 1.7 and First Timothy 3:1)....e dlscription of Elders, is entirely similar....

"Should a Minister be chosen by the whole Churclonty by Colleagues ariglders?...
The words of Paul to Titus [1:5 are], 'For this sau left you in Crete -- so that you
should...ordairElders (plural!) in every city'.... And also to TimothYyay hands suddenly on
no man! (First Timothy 5:22).

"But they are mistaken if they suppose that Timatbyreigned at Ephesus and Titus in
Crete, as to dispose of all things at their owraglee! They only presided -- by previously
giving good and salutary counsels to the peofl®t by doing only whatever pleased them....

"Luke relates that Barnabas and Paul ordained &liieoughout the Churches.... He at
the same time marks the plan or mode, when helsat was done by suffrage. The words are
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cheirotoneesantdresbuterouskat’ ekkleesiafActs 14:23). They therefore selected two. But
the whole body...in elections declared by a sholaoids which of the two they wished to have...

"Rightly therefore does Cyprian contend...it [is]@ divine authority that the Priest [or
Presbyter] be chosen in presence of the people...and beveggras worthy and fit by public
judgment and testimony.... Indeed, we see thahéyommand of the Lord, the practice in
electing the Levitical priests was to bring themmwiard in view of the people -- before
consecration....

"The whole jurisdiction of the Church relategiscipline.... The Church of God...needs
a kind of spiritualGovernment... This order is mentioned by Paul in the Hiptstle to the
Corinthians (12:28), under the name®bvernments....

"In like manner, in the Epistle to the Romans (}2When he says 'heules with
diligence'.... In the Epistle to Timothy also,rhentions two kinds dPresbyters Some who
labour in the Word -- and others who miat, butrule well (First Timothy 5:17)3%

CALVIN ON POST-BIBLICAL DECLINE OF ELDERS TILL THE REFORMATION

Calvin then traces the Post-Biblical decline offHteership throughout Pre-Reformational
Church History. First, in the Early ChurchThtee classes of Ministers are set before us in

Scripture....

"The Early Church distributed all its Ministersonthree orders.... From the order of
Presbyters part were selected a3eacherswhile to the remainder was committed desmsure
of manners andiscipline. To theDeacons belonged the care of the podt"

Elders were required to supervise hospitals and Sundépd@s, and to review the
application ofDiscipline each week and also &mmonish others whenever necessary. "See
what was anciently the true use of ecclesiasticstipline.... It be not administered at the will
of one individual, but by a lawfuConsistory [or Sessioih... This power...belonged to the
Consistory of Elders which was in the Church what a Council is intg.ci

"No society -- nay, no house with even a moderaeilf -- can be kept in a right state
without Discipline.... Discipline therefore ikend of curb.... Itis a kind of fatherly rod..So
far was anyone from being exempted from this Diswgp that even Princes submitted to it....
(Yet) the legitimate course to be taken in excomigation...is not fothe Elders alone to act
apart from others, but with the knowledge and apation of the Church.... All therefore to
whom the Office of Teaching was committed, theyethPresbyters....

Later, "in each city, these Presbyters selected oneenf humber to whom they gave the
special title oBishop.... As it belongs to a President in an Assemblgring matters before
them...and execute what is decreed by common cgresBishop [at first] held the same Office
in a meeting of Presbyters.... Each city theeefoad a College of Presbyters.... Each
Presbyter...merely to preserve order and peaceymdes one Bishop.... They sometimes erred
from excessive strictnes®®
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"The controversy concerning the title of 'UniverBahop’ (or Pope), arose at length in the
time of Gregory (the First, 545 to 604 A.D.)..Everyone that calls himself, or desires to be
called 'Universal Priest' -- is by his pride a foreer of Antichrist.... If one Bishop is called
'Universal' -- the whole Church goes to ruin whieat tUniversal Bishop' falls....

"John, who in the time of Gregory presided overdingrch of Constantinople, went so far
as to say that he was 'Universal Patriarch'...t leAgth, Phocas (the 602-10 A.D. Byzantine
Emperor)...conceded to (Pope) Boniface lll...thatie should be the head of all the churches....
The existing state of the Papacy...is clearly adheth times more corrupt than in the days of
Gregory!...

"The most absurd thing of all is that even boysrszlg ten years of age are, by the
permission of the Pope, made Bishops.... At lerige Roman Pontiff, not content with
moderate districts, laid hands first on kingdomd trereafter on Empire.... Hildebrand, who
took the name of Gregory VII (1023-85 A.D.) -- anpure and wicked man -- betrayed his
sinister intentions.... The Pontiff ceased ntiteziby fraud or by perfidy or by arms to invade
the dominions of others®”

Insisted Calvin: "The Roman Pontiff...is Antichrist The Pope...prove(s)...to be
Antichrist, the head of all the wicked.... Yobet'viceregent of Christ' whom now the very
children all know to be very Antichrist...; a fiertyrant; a real murderer of souls -- in short, the
son of perdition.... What is called the popistraichy, | execrate as diabolical confusidfi!"

But by 1536, Calvin could boast: "Already in margqes, the idols and altars of Popery
have begun to disappear.... | hope it will notdyey before all remaining superstition shall
effectually be cleared away. The Lord grant ttatatry may be uprooted entirely, out of the
hearts of all!®®

So, then -- no Pope, but only Presbyters! Instdaithe tyranny of the Pope, Calvin
replaced the Biblical Discipline of the Elders.

CALVIN RESURRECTS ELDERSHIP AT THE PROTESTANT REFOR MATION

Said Calvin in higatechism of the Church of GeneVBhere should be a certain order of
Government established in churches.... The method isEfders to be chosen to preside as
Censorsof manners; to guard watchfully against offen@s] exclude from communion all
whom they recognize to be unfit for it and who cbabt be admitted without profaning the
Sacrament3°

By 1541, Calvin wrote in higcclesiastical Ordinances$In the name of Almighty God,
wethe Syndics-- the Little and Great Council assembled with our people -- in accordance with
our ancient customs [decree that] each [Church&tate] estate, attends to the duty of its
Office.... The spirituagjovernmentof the kind which our Lord demonstrated and ingtitl by
His Word should be set out in good order, so thatly be established and observed among us....
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"There are four official orders which our Lord imsted for thegovernmentof His Church
-- firstly, Pastors; secondly, Teachers; thir@liders...; and fourthly, Deacons.... Pastors [are]...
also sometimes calBverseers[or] Elders,... TheirOffice is...to exercise fraterndlscipline
together withthe Elders.... If any difference over doctrine should artbe Ministers are to meet
together to discuss the matter. Then if needhay, shall invitehe Elders designated by the
Seigneury [oPresbytery] to help in settling the dispute....

"Elders who are...those delegated by the Seigneury t€tmsistory [or Session]," have
the 'Office...to watch over the life of each person -- to adisio in a friendly manner those
whom they see to be at fault and leading a distytléeg. And when necessary to report them
to the Company (of Pastors) which will be authatize administer fraternaliscipline and to
do so in association witie Elders....

"At the end of the year after their election by @wuncil, they fhe Elders| shall present
themselves to the Seigneury [or Presbytery] -habit may be decided whether they should be
retained or replaced™ For such Elders were required to supervise talspand Sunday
Schools, and to review the application of discgdeh week and to admonish others whenever
necessary.

In Calvin's 155Discipline Ecclesiastique- which formed the foundation of the French
Presbyterian Church Elders (Ancien$ formed the Church'§enate They joined with
discipline in a Consistory o8essionand were elected annuatly.

Calvin's successor Rev. Professor Dr. Theodore Bgaarked: "Calvin...proceeded to set
it (the Church) in order.... The city [of Geneg&pod greatly in need of a curb.... A regular
Presbytery with full ecclesiastical authority was established Laws for the election of a
Presbytery and for the due maintenance of that evdee passed -- agreeably to the Word of God
and with the consent of the citizens themselvEs."

In the 155%rench Confessioaf Calvin and his student de Chandieu, it is st#hat "the
True Church...should lgpovernedaccording to the order established by our Lordig€hrist.
That there should be PastaBerseersand Deacons so that true doctrine may have itsepu
thaterrors may becorrected andsuppressedand the poor and all who are in affliction may be
helped in their necessities (Matthew 18:17 and A&c85 and First Corinthians 12:28 and
Ephesians 4:11 and First Timothy 3:1 and Titus.1:5)

"No person should undertake to govern the Churdmings own authority.... This should
be derived from election (John 15:16 and Acts fla?iti Romans 10:15 and Titus 1:5-7).... All
PastorsPQverseersand Deacons should have evidence of being calléeetrOffice (Jeremiah
1:4-8 and Galatians 1:15 and First Timothy 3:7-£8).

CALVIN'S STUDENT KNOX AND SCOTTISHAND DUTCHCHURCH ESONELDERS
Apart from the above de Chandieu, Calvin also madleer energetic student and associate

from Scotland -- called John Knox. "In 1556 whemol returned to Geneva as Minister of the
English Church there, he fouRdlling Elders elected annually who assisted in @@vernment
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of the Church. This reflected the influence d Ehscipline Ecclesiastiquen which laymen
appointed annually had their place in the Churclir@o Returning to Scotland in 1560,
Knox...in theFirst Book of Disciplineonsolidated its Reformed Polié{’or Presbyterian Polity.

The Sixth Head of Knox's 156trst Book of Disciplingrohibits the Deacons' distribution
of collection money "but by command of the MinistandElders," and requires the Deacons
"to make accounts to the Minister aldlers of that which they received*® And the Eighth
and Ninth Heads declaf&:"Them of the best knowledge in God's Word andrastlife, men
faithful and of honest conversation that be foumthe Kirk..., must be choséilders....

"The Elders being elected, must be admonished of their Offiaghich is to assist the
Minister...in determining and judging causes inrgyadmonition to the licentious liver...within
their charge. For by the gravity of tBeniors(or Elders), the light andnbridled life of the
licentious must beorrected....

"The Seniorsought to take heed to the life, manners, diligemskstudy of theMinister .
If he be worthy of admonition, they mutmonish hiny if of correction, they must correct him;
and if he be worthy of deposition, they with cortsafithe Kirk...may depose him....

"If a Minister be light of conversation, by Hidders...he ought to be admonished.... If he
be found stubborn and disobedient, then magptaors(or Elders) of the Kirk complain to the
Ministry of the two next adjacent Kirks" tiie Presbytery.

"The Elders...with their wives and household should be unberdame censure that is
prescribed for the Ministers.... Seeing they fhders) argJudgesover others' manners, their
own conversation (or behaviour) ought to be irrbpresible.

"They ¢he Elders) must be sober lovers and maintainers of concoddpgace.... They
ought to be examples of godliness to others. iAthe contrary thereof appears -- thrayst be
admonished...by the Minister..if the fault be secret.... If the fault be o known, they must
be rebuked before the Ministry" tife Presbytery.

"Every year at the least, public examination (@bé had by the Ministers afdders --
of the knowledge of every person within the Kirklo wit, that every master and mistress of
household come themselves, and their family (soyna@snbe come to maturity), before the
Minister andhe Eldersto give confession of their faith. If they unsi@nd not, nor can rehearse
the Commandments of God's Law -- know not how &y preither wherein their righteousness
stands or consists -- theught not to be admitted to the Lord's table"

The 15785econd Book of Discipliraf the Church of Scotland statéshat God "has used
theMinistry of...theEldership for good order and administration difcipline.... The word
'Elder’ in the Scriptures...when it is the name of&dfice," often means "those who are called
'Seniors or Elders'.... We call thos&lders' whom the Apostles caPtesidents (Presbytery
or 'Governors.' Their Office...is perpetual, and always neagss the Church of God....

"Elders once lawfully called to th@ffice and having gifts of God meet to exercise the
same, may not leave it again.... Tl@ifice is as well severally as conjointly to watch dilgjg
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upon the flock committed to their charge, both padly and privately¢f. Acts 20:17-28) -- that
no corruption of religion or manner enter therein.Pastors and Doctors should be diligent in
teaching and sowing the seed of the Wordlhe Eldersshould be careful iseeking the fruit

of the same in the people.

"It appertains to thentlje Elderg|, to assist the Pastor @amination of them that come
to the Lord's table Item, invisiting the sick (cf. James 5:1). They shoulgdause the Acts of
(the General) Assembly...to be put in executiocarefully (Acts 15:2830,35cf. 16:4). They
should bediligent in admonishing all menof their duty (First Peter 5f)...

"Things that they cannot correct by private admonijtthey shouldring to the Assembly
of the Eldership(Deuteronomy 17:6 & 19:12-18 & 21:18 22:15-19cf. Matthew 18:15-18 and
First Timothy 5:17-19). Their principle Office is hold Assemblies(at the meetings of the
Session and of the Presbytery and of the Genes#rAsly) with the Pastors and Doctors...for
establishing.good orderand execution afiscipline (Ezekiel 8:1& 14:1f & 20:1f & 33:7,31)....

"As for Elders, there should be some to 6ensurersof the manners of the people...in
every Congregation." The Deacons were "obligeda...count to theEldership.... The end
of this spiritualGovernment..is that God may be glorified, the Kingdom of uke<hrist
advanced..., the Church edified and the boundsdenlarged, Christ Jesus and His Kingdom
set up, Satan and his kingdom subverted, and Gabdstell in the midst of us to our comfort."

In the Netherlands, there was a whole string o¥i@adtic Reformed Church Orders -- such
as all those of Wezel (1568), Embden (1671), Datirél574 and 1578), Middelburg (1581),
's-Gravenhage (1586), and especially that of D@t &) which lasted for about two centuries
and which was then revived in 1834 and 1892. Ddedls with the duties of Elders, the Church
Meetings, subscription by Officers like the Eldeasgd Church Discipline such as censure and
attestatior?*®

The Synod of Dordt was not only national in theldetands, but included delegates from
Britain, France, Germany and Switzerland. It alsanimously approved the Catechism, helped
instigate the Dordt Church Order, and was a grieasing in the Netherlands and elsewli&te.

Its Church Order states that "Scripture has...ghhge Offices....  TheOverseers
(Presbyters...from the start occupied not a teaching but Biguffice.... Already at the time
of the Apostles, the Ruling and the Teaching Offiege distinguished™ So the 1578 Synod
of Dordrecht denied that Baptism and a marriage beagdministered by an Elder.

Regarding "the election @&lders..., who may be chosen? Answer: Those who meet th
requirements laid down in First Timothy 3:1-7 antu3 1:5-9.... Deposédeflders...should not
lightly again be placed ifffice.... The Congregation should decid&."

"Article 16 stateghe Office of Elders requires 'exercise and taking care of ecclesalsti
disciplé -- and even over 'the doctrine and walk and @ffiwork...of Ministers of the Word.'
And Article 23 says: 'lt is the task @&lders to visit [the homes of the members of the
Congregation]...before the Lord's Supper' -- a¥agione or two Elders.
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Articles 71 to 81 deal with the exercise of Chuiibcipline. And all Elders are to sign
the Three Formulas of Unity (ttiteidelberg CatechisntheBelgic Confessigrand théDecrees
of Dordf).?*

ELDERSHIP IN THE CALVINISTIC WESTMINSTER STANDARDS

The seventeenth centuestminster Standardsie binding documents of all Presbyterian
Churches worldwide today, supply us with furthéormation on the Presbyterian doctrine of the
Eldership. Here we are thinking of the 16d/&stminster Confession of Faitthe 1648
Westminster Larger CatechistheWestminster Directory for the Publick Worship ofdihe
Westminster Form of Presbyterial Church Governmantd the 1647Act of the General
Assembland theDirectory for FamilyWorship®**

In chapter 20:4 of thé&/estminster Confessig@hristians are told to obey the lawful power
of their Church Rulers or Eldersf(Hebrews 13:17). On pain of being "proceedednagay
the censures of the Church.”

In chapter 25:3, we are told that to the "visibleu@h, Christ hath given the Ministry...of
God for the gathering and perfecting of the sdints.There in its footnote, the word
"governments in First Corinthians 12:28, is quoted by waypobof..

In chapter 25:6, we are told: "There is no otherdheathe Church but the Lord Jesus
Christ. Nor can the Pope of Rome in any senskelagl thereof, but is that antichrist...that
exalteth himself in the Church against Christ."

In chapter 30:1, it is declared that "the Lord 3ess1 King and Head of His Church hath
therein appointed @overnmentin the hand of ChurdBffices." Here the footnotes supporting
this claim, refeinter alia to First Timothy 5:17 and Acts 20:fland Hebrews 13:7,17,24 and
First Corinthians 12:18 -- all of which describeutth Government by Ruling Elders.

Chapter 30:2 states: "Tthese Officers the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven are
committed..., with others. By virtue whereof theywe power respectively to return and remit
sins; to shut that Kingdom against the impeniteth by the Word and Censures; and to open
it unto penitent sinners by absolution from Censltire

These Church Censures" says chapter 30:3, necessitate the Elders "ptevgthe wrath
of God...fall(ing) upon the Church." That may woci the Elders "should suffer (or permit) His
covenant and the seals thereof (Baptism and thdd 8upper) to be profaned by notorious and
obstinate offenders (First Timothy 5:17-€@)."

Chapter 30:4 then draws the obvious conclusion tatyoel of the final réles of all of the
Elders. "For the better attaining of these ettusQfficers of the Church are to proceed -- by
admonition, suspension from the Sacrament of thed'toSupper for a season, and by
excommunication from the Church. According to tia¢ure of the crime and demerit of the
person.”
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Chapter 31:1 states that "to the be@ewvernment and further edification of the Church,
there ought to be such Assemblies as are commah&édSynods" Here its footnote refers to
"Acts 15:2-6,"where Paul and Barnabas -- thougmtedves Apostles -- determined to consult
with other "Apostles anétlders about this question” of disputed doctrine, whére "Apostles
and Elders came together...to consider...this matte

Chapter 31:2 says this refers to Sgnod of Ministers with otherfit persons upon
delegationfrom their churches" who "meet together in s@gsemblies’ Here its footnote
refers to Acts 15:2-4 and 15222howing that those "other fit persons” weegdérs."

Too, chapter 31:3 says "it belongethSgnods..to determine controversies of faith and
cases of conscience -- to set domwuies and directions for the better ordering of the publ
worship of God andjovernment of His Church.... Whicliecreesand determinations, if
consonant to the Word of God, are to be receiveal meverence and submission.”

TheWestminster Larger Catechigiaclares that "Christ executeth the Office ofagin
calling out of the World a people to Himself andigg themOfficers, Laws, andCensuresby
which he visiblygovernsthem." Here, the footnotes citgdvernments or Elders in First
Corinthians 12:28; and "the Lord is aludge' in Isaiah 33:22%

Too, theLarger Catechisnrequires the keeping of "all such religious wopshnd
ordinances as God hath instituted in His Word" sagBhurch Government andDiscipline."
This then footnotes th&lder texts' Matthew 18:15-17 & 16:19, as well as t@®Vernment
text' First Corinthians 12:2%°

In the Westminster Directory for the Publick Worship ofdsave are told that "the
Communion or Supper of the Lord is frequently todeéebrated. But how often, may be
considered and determined by ti@hurch-Governors of eachCongregation "%’

In theWestminster Form of Presbyterial Church Governnignat Westminster Assembly
and also the General Assembly of the Kirk of Scwtl#éoo adopted itsorm of Presbyterial
Church-Government This document needs to be scutinized closely.:

It declares: "The Officers which Christ hath appeth for the edification of His
Church...are...Teachers and otiburch-Governors and Deacons." The "Church-Governors,"
of course, means tligelders.??®

"As there were in the Jewish Churétders...in thegovernmentof the Church (Second
Chronicles 19:8-10) -- so Christ Who has institut&bvernors ecclesiastical in the [Christian]
Church, hath furnished some...with gifts gmvernmentand with commission to execute the
same when called thereunto, who are to join.. &gthvernmentof the Church (Romans 12:7
and First Corinthians 12:28) -- whi@fficers, Reformed Churches commonly calfers....

"For Officers in a single Congregation, there ought to be ondeatst...to labour in the
Word.... Itis also requisite that there showdathers to join igovernment(First Timothy 5:17
and Hebrews 13:7 and First Corinthians 12:28)....
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"It is lawful and agreeable to the Word of God,tttree Church bgovernedby several
sorts of Assemblies — which are Congregationabgssions), Classical (in Presbyteries) and
Synodical (in General Assemblies).... TRing Officers of a particular Congregation have
power authoritatively to call before them any memifethe Congregation (Hebrews 13:17)....
TheRuling Officers of a particular Congregation have power authaviéhyt to suspend from the
Lord's Table....

"The Scripture doth hold oufaesbytery.... A Presbytery consisteth dPublic Officers
as...are...warranted by the Word of God todbeirch-Governors (Romans 12:8 and First
Corinthians 12:28).... The several Congregatiodsrusalem...[were] one Churchhe Elders
of that Church are mentioned as meeting togetheradts ofgovernment (Acts 11:30 &
20:4,6,22 & 21:18)."

Note that the herein cited Romans 12:8 at its fotetn here refers to the Holy Scriptures'
'he that exhorteth'Ho parakaloon -- and he that ruleth' o proistamens). The later
gynecocratic_'shthat exhorts' and 'shikat rules'-- is quite excluded from the Eldership!

"The Scripture doth hold out another sort of asd@slfor thegovernment of the
Church...which we calbynodical (Acts 15:2,6,29.... Church-Governors...are members of
those Assemblies.... Synodical Assemblies may..Rrovincial, National, and Ecumenical....
It is lawful and agreeable to the Word of God tiatre be a subordination of Congregational,
Classical, Provincial and National Assemblies ®gbvernmentof the Church.”

The 1647Act of the General Assemlalgd theDirectory for FamilyWorship provide that
"the General Assembly...doth appoifRuling Elders in each Congregation to take special care
that these directions be observed.... Presbgtand Provincial Synods [too] enquire and make
trial whether the said directions be duly observettheir bounds....

"To the end that these directions may not be restbi@effectual and unprofitable...through
the...neglect of the very substance of the dutlfashily Worship, the Assembly doth further
require and appointRuling Elders to make diligent search and equity in the
Congregations...whether there be among them aniylyfaor families which...neglect this
necessary duty.... If any [such] family be foutind, head of the family is first to be admonished
privately to amend his fault.... In case of legtinuing therein, he is to be gravely...reproved
by theSession

"After which reproof, if he be found still to negteFamily Worship -- let him be for his
obstinancy in such an offence, suspended and @&ebfom the Lord's Supper as being justly
esteemed unworthy to communicate therein till heeraath.. Persons of eminency (which
includesall Elders of the Kirk)...not only ought to stir up themsedvand (their) families to
diligence herein -- but also to concur...that ihagher families where they have power and
charge, the said exercises be conscionably pertbrme

"An offender is to be reclaimed by privadmonition.... If that be not effectual -- (then)
by joiningone or two morein the admonition according to thale of Christ, (so) that in the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word maydtakdished!*°
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So then. As Dr. Charles Hodge says in @murch Polity the Presbyteriafkorm of
Governmenstates "that th€ongregation should elecRuling Elders.... The Minister, after
(the) sermon, shall state the warrant and natutbedDffice.... He shalpbropose certain
questions first to the Candidate and then to the people.When these questions are
satisfactorily answered 'the Minister shall proceed to set apart the @hatd by prayers tthe
Office of Ruling Elder.™

What this means, is that the Elders are democligtiel@cted! But they are elected, to
function as an aristocracy!! Thus ttkemosthe 'mob’ — elect®us aristousthe 'best'!!!
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78) Il Sam. 3:17 & 5:3 & 12:17 & 17:4,15 & 19:11d4Rs. 107:32.

79) I Kgs. 8:1-3 and Il Chr. 5:2-4. 80) | K@9:7. 81) I Kgs. 21:8,11.

82) Il Kgs. 6:32 & 10:1,5. 83) Il Kgs. 19¢? Isa. 37:1and Il Kgs. 23:1 and Il Chr. 34:29.

84) Joel 1:14 & 2:16. 85) Ezek. 8:1 & 14:P&:1.

86) Jer. 26:17 & 29:1 and Lam 1:19 & 2:10 & 4:16&2-14. 87) Ezra 5:5,9 & 6:7-14.

88) Ezra 10:8-14. 8Df. Ac. 7:38.

90) Nu. 27:16-23; Josh. 7:6 & 8:10f39:11 & 20:4 & 23:2 & 24:1,31.

91) Judg. 2:7df. Josh. 24:31) & 8:14& 11:5f & 21:16. 92) Ruth 1:1 & 4:2,4,9,11.

93) | Sam. 8:1,4,1f1cf. Ex. 18:12-21 & Dt. 17:14

94) 1 Sam. 4:3 & 8:1H6& 11:3 & 15:20 & 16:4 & 30:26 and Il Sam. 3:1f7& 5:3f & 12:16f &
17:4,15 & 19:11f and | Kgs. 8:1-8 & 20f7& 21:8f and Il Kgs. 10:1,5f & 19:2 & 23:1f
and | Chr. 11:8& 15:25 & 21:16 and Il Chr. 5:Pand Ps. 107:32 & Prov. 31:23 and Isa.
37:1-F and Joel 1:14 & 2:16 and Jer. 2:8 & 3:15 & 26:417d Lam. 1:19 & 2:10 & 4:16
& 5:12-15.

95) Josh. 7:#cf. 8:33F and | Sam. 4f3and | Chr. 21:16 and Lam. 2:10.

96) Cf. | Sam. 15:30 and Ps. 107:32 and | Kgs. 8:1-3l&@id. 15:2% and Joel 1:14 & 2:16.

97) | Sam. 30:26cf. Ac. 11:25-30. 98) Il Sam. 5:3. 99pHmM. 12:16
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100) Il Kgs. 6:32 and Joel 1:14 & 2:16 and Ezek1RO 101) Lam. 4:16 & 5:12.
102) | Sam. 8:fl& 16:4f & 19:11 and | Kgs. 23:13-2@&nd Ezek. 2011
103) II Kgs. 23:1 and Il Chr. 34:29  104) Jer. 2:8 & 26:17-24.

105) | Sam. 8:1& 16:4f &£ 19:11 and | Kgs. 34:2%nd Jer. 2:8 & 26:T& 29:1 and Lam. 4:16
& 5:12 and Ezek. 8:1 & 14:1 & 20t1

106)Cf. n. 60 above, and G. BornkammRiesbusdn Kittel's Theological Dictionary of the New
TestamentEerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1968, VI:658

107) Ezra 10:7-16 & 8fland Neh. 7:bcf. Lk. 7:1-5. 108) Ezra 10:8,14.
109) Ezra 5:5,9 & 61714. 110) Ezra 10:14 and Neh. 3:9,12,14-9%4& 7:2 & 11:1.

111)Chooriym Neh. 2:16 & 4:14,19 & 5:7 & 6:17 & 7:5 & 13:X1. n. 106 aboveSgaaniym
Ezra 9:2 and Neh. 2:16 & 4:14,19 & 5:7,17 & 7:5 &30 & 13:11.

112) Bornkamm, in Kittel'sp. cit. IV:659.

113) On the size of the Great(&anhedrinsee nn. 112 above and 114 & 133 below; Gen. 4:24
& 5:12,31; and the seventy-odd nations listed im.G#. 10 ¢f. n. 133 below) & 11:26
& 46:27 and Ex. 1:5 & 24:1 and Nu. 11:16f2#4d Dt. 10:22 and Judg. 1:7 & 9:2 & 12:34
and Ezra 8:7,14 and Lk. 10:1,7 and Ac. 7:14.

114) Lk. 7:1-6. 115) Mt. 21:23,31. 10\6). 24:1-4.

117) Mt. 26:47,59 & 27:1 and MKk. 14:43,53 & 15:1ddrk. 22:52. 118) Mt. 27:3,12,20,41.

119) Ac. 4:2,5,8,21,23.

120)Cf. n. 106 above. One needs to distinguish Mt.'5:226:59's (Greater) Council of 70-72
members, comprising the (inter)natioBainhedrir{or General Assembly), from the only
23-member (Lesser) Council(s) or regioBahhedriifs or Classes or Presbyteries) in the

various cities¢f. Mt. 10:17 & Mk. 13:9).

121) E.P. Clowney'& Brief for Church Governors in Church Government1977 P.C.A.'s
Handbookp. 1629. Cf. too n. 135 below.

122) Mk. 15:1cf. 11:27 & 14:53 and Mt. 27:1,4%. John 11:47. 123) Lk. 20:1.
124) P.C.A.'"80o0k of Church Ordet0-4;cf. n. 133 below.
125) Thus: Priests, Scribes and Elders (Mt. 262Z¥&1 and Mk. 11:27 & 14:43 and Lk. 20:1);

Priests, Elders and Scribes (Mk. 14:53 & 15:1)gi&ddPriests and Scribes (Mt. 16:21 and
Mk. 8:31); and Elders, Scribes and Priests (Ad)4:5ometimes only the Priests and the
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Elders are mentioned, the Scribes being omitted20923 & 27:1,3,12,20 & 28:1And
Ac. 4:23 & 23:14 & 25:15). Sometimes only the &fland the Scribes are mentioned,
the Priests begin omitted (Ac. 6:12). And somesmanly the Elders are mentioned, the
Priests and the Scribes either being omitted aratise being comprehended under the
general term 'Rulers' (Ac. 4:8).

But such shorter expressions are mepalg pro totgand the full 'Joint Session' includes
all three Offices (Ac. 4:8f. vwv. 5 & 23). In the latter example, the ternidders"
(Presbuteroy is therefore just as elastic (embracing all tf®&ges in theSanhedrifas
the term "Minister" Diakonog is. Cf. F.N. Lee'sThe Diaconateat its nn. 20 to 30.
Note too that the Joint Session of all three kioidSfficers ("Priests" and "Scribes" and
"Elders") is calledPresbuteerionn Lk. 22:66 €f. Ac. 22:5).

126) Ac. 7:38 and Rom. 11:6nd Gal. 3:6-29. 127) Rom. 11:16. 128)21:43.

129) Ac. 2:32 & 3:21f. Note how the mission to Israel (Mt. 10:6 & 18 2s expanded after

Christ's resurrection, into a mission to the whterld (Mt. 28:19 and Mk. 16:1h

130) Ex. 3:16& 18:12,2%,25 (the Judges were thus appointed from the Eldans),esp. Dt.

17:6 & 19:15-17 with Mt. 18:1f6and | Tim. 5:17-19 (esp. v. 19). Cf. too Nu.
11:11,16,28with Lk. 10:1f,17f and Ac. 11:25-30, aref. the LXX'sGerousiaat Ex. 3:16
& 4:29 & 12:21 with the New Testamen&rousiaat Ac. 5:21 ¢f. our text above at its
n. 29), and the New Testament's Chriskaesbuteeriorat | Tim. 4:14. Cf. too n. 52
above.

131) Lk. 6:12 & 9:1. The Apostles too were EldgmRet. 1:1 & 5:1 and Rev. 4:4 & 21:10-14).

132) Ac. 15:15-1%¢f. Rev. 21:12-14 and F.N. Le&&e Triune God and Triune Office

133) Lk. 10:1-17¢f. 9:1-9 and Nu. 11:¥% Calvin suggests in hidarmony of the Gospet

Lk. 10:1 that these seventyhom our Lord Jesus Christ commissioned as gowgrni
Preacher-Evangelistef( Lk. 9:X) were to correspond to the sevemiiilom Moses
previously commissioned as governing Propkieis 24:1 and Num. 11:16-P5and to
the seventfrtwo?) Members of the later Greater Sanhedrinist as the twelvevhom
Christ had previously sent out.as Apostiese to correspond to the twelve Patriarchs
Israel €f. Rev. 12:14). Note too the following, regardthg Greek of Lk. 10:1:--

(1) AlephCDetc, which give the more-preferred reading (unscieatily and totally
ignored by Nestlé and Kirkpatrick!), hakai -- yielding the meaning that the Lord Jesus
appointed "other seventy tbe that is, eithe(and very likely) in addition to a previously-
mentioned appointed 'twelve' (Lk. 9:1), mossibly (but much less likely) in addition to
a previously-unmentioned but nevertheless prewesagpointed 'seventy' different to this
‘otherseventy’ of Lk. 10:1. Whereas the less-prefamadings BLXi omit thé&ai, thus
suggesting that Jesus appointed_butgnoeip of 'seventy.’

(2) The readings AlephACLWBZ etc, the more-preferred readings, have 'seventy' --
perhaps anticipating the later evangelization @& Weventy-nation' heathen world
mentioned in Gen. 10. Thus Baljo@smmentary on Luke@nd theExpositor's Greek
Testamen{ad loc Lk. 10:1) -- while BD etc, the less-preferred readings, have (with
Nestlé and Kirkpatrick) 'seventy-two." This sugtgesitheNu. 11's seventy-two (70 plus
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Eldad and Medad) @& new 72-membe3anhedrinthus Calvin above) Cf. too nn. 113
above & 134 below.

134) Lk. 10:1,5f,9f & 9:1-6 --cf. Ac. 20:19,28 and | Pet. 5:1-5 and Jas. 5:14f. too n. 113
above @.v.), andcf. too the P.C.A."80o0k of Church OrdeB:4 -- which states that
"Ruling Elders...should visit the people at theantes, especially the sick.Cf. too n.
133 above.

135) Thus E.P. Clowneytp. cit. p. 1630 para. 3, where it is stated that "theesem Acts
6...could have been call@tesbuteroin an inclusive sensef( n. 125 above), and their
administrative duties could readily include the sgement of a famine offering...(by) the
group that began with the seven that Luke ¢&lésbuteroin Acts 11:30." Cf. too F.N.
Lee'sThe Diaconateat its nn. 271 & 250.

136) Ac. 6:8-12. 137) Ac. 11:27,30. 188 nn. 130 & 138above.

139) The Presbytery of Syria (Ac. 11:22-&013:1-3 & 14:26-28). Cf. too the Presbyteries of
Galatia (I Cor. 16:f); of Judaea (Ac. 6 to 9); and of Asia (Rev. 1)oc8 Lk. 7:1-5 and
Tit. 1:5 and Dt. 21:20.

140)Cf. nn. 134 & 139 above. 141) Ac. 1414313:14,48 to 14: X1

142) Ac. 14:21-26 and 15:1-4,14-23,27-32 & 16:1-5.

143) SedHeegoumenadn Heb. 13:7,17,24 and Jas. 1:1 & 5:P4dsbuteroupand | Pet. 1:1 &
5:1f (Presbuterous.Sumpresbuterolis

144) Ac. 20:17cf. Rev. 1:4,11t0 2:1f & 4:4,10 & 5:5-14 & 7:11-14 & 11:16 & 14:3 & 19:4.

145) Ac. 20:28,31. 146) Acts 23:12-14 & 2& P5:15.

147) "Elders: are "Bishops" ef. Ac. 20:17,28 and Tit. 1:5,9.

148) "Elders" are "Shepherds" (or "Pastors"), Nulé and | Kgs. 22:16and Isa. 40:1fGf. Ac.
20:28 and Jer. 2:8 and Ezek. 348d Zech. 10f& 11:3-17 and Heb. 13:7,17,20,24 and
| Pet. 2:25 & 5:1-4.Cf. too MacphersonRresbyterianisnp. 44, and Jer. 26:1& 29:1f.

149) | Tim. 3:1-7.

150) Phil. 1:1 and | Th. 5:1&k@piontas. kai proistamenoyswith | Tim. 5:17 proestoote and
cf. n. 151 below.

151) I Cor. 12:28kuberneeseiégovernments').Cf. Macpherson'sp. cit. p. 46: "The Hebrew,
Greek and Latin words -- and their English equinlgovern' Gabaar, Kubernaog
Guberng -- are all from one stem. The Pilot of the shigs called the '‘Governor’ --
rendered 'Master' in Acts 28:11, and 'ShipmastgiRev. 17:17. The fundamental idea
here is strength, which is the essential elemeanhi®ffice of control.”
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152) Rom. 12:8bho proistameno&f. too 16:1). 153) Tit. 1:4-18f. 2:1-6.

154) Ac. 11:30 & 14:23 and Rom. 12:8 and | Cor282and Phil. 1:1 and | Th. 5:i@nd | Tim.
3:1-7 and 5:17-22 and Tit. 1:5-7.

155) I Th, 1:1 & 5:12cf. | Tim. 1:1f & 5:17 & Rev. 1:1cf. 7:1% andcf. n. 150 above.

156) Ac. 21:18-2@&f. | Pet. 5:1-5 and Il Johrf &nd Il John fcf. 7:1% andcf. Rom. 16:23 and
| Cor. 1:14 and Ac. 18:8.Cf. too n. 131 above.

157) 1 Tim. 4:14 and Rev. 1 toc3. Ac. 15:22 to 16:5.

158) lll John 1,9,12cf. Heb. 13:7,17,24 and | Pet. 5:1-5 and Gal. 2:9+1di Tit. 1:5-15 and Ac.
20:20,26,2%. Cf. too nn. 57-59 & 60& 80f above.

159)Viz. esp. Ex. 18:12,20-26 and Acts 20:20-31 and I5Th2 and | Tim. 3:2-7 and Tit. 1.5
to 2:4 and | Pet. 5:1-5.

160) Gen. 18:19832 and Ex. 18:21 and Ruth 4:2 and Lk. 9:1-4 & 1®:1 and Acts 20:20and
| Tim. 3:2 & 5:19,22 and Tit. 1:6a,7a,9b and Il Pe8.

161) I Th. 5:12 and | Pet. 5:and Ex. 18:12-16 and Dt. 1:15 and Il Jolicfltoo n. 33 above.

162) | Tim. 3:2 and Tit. 1:6a.

163) Ac. 20:20ger contrall Tim. 3:4-7 and Ex. 18:12,2%f. P.C.A.'sBook of Church Order
9-4, as quoted in n. 1348 abogev(). Cf. too Macpherson@p. cit. pp. 49; L.R. Eyres's
The Elders of the ChurclPresb. & Ref. Pub. Co., Philadelphia, 1975, p. @ee too
Episkoped'visitation') in Lk. 19:44 and | Pet. 2:12.

164) | Tim. 3:2 and Ac. 20:28,31. 165) HeB:1I7 and Acts 20:28,31 and Ex. 18:12-16.

166) | Tim. 3:2. 167) I Tim. 3:2 and Tit. 1:8

168) Ex. 18:12-16 and | Tim. 3:2 and Tit. 1:7,9b(&fl 2:1-4) and Il Tim. 2:2 and Heb. 13:7.
On the difference between 'preaching' and 'eximgytisee. esp. Tit. 1:5,7,9 and Rom.

12:7bcf. 12:8a.

169) Ex. 18:12-26 and Tit. 1:5,9 and | Tim. 5:2d &nTim. 2:24 and Ac. 20:20,25-27,29-31
and | Pet. 5:fl Cf. F.N. Lee'SThe Triune God and the Triune Offied its nn. 95 & 148.

170) Tit. 1:7cf. | Tim. 3:8. 171) I Tim. 3:8f. Tit. 1:7. 172) 1 Th.5:23 and | Tim. 5:17.
173) I Tim. 3:3 and Tit. 1:7 and | Pet. 6dnd Ex. 18:13,21.

174) 1 Tim. 3:4 & 5:17acf. Tit. 1:6b. 175) 1 Tim. 3:6. 176) Inhi 3:7. 177) Tit. 1:7a.
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178) Tit. 1:7b. 179) Tit. 1:8. 180) M©:17% and Rom. 7:7,12,14 & 13:8-10.
181) Tit. 1:5,9-14f. 2:2-8. 182) | Pet. 5.1

183) | Pet. 5:3af. Il Cor. 1:1,24 and | Cor. 4fLf. n. 158 above.

184) Rev. 4:1,4,1Ccf. 21:12-14. 185) Rev. 4:4 & 4:9-11.

186) Rev. 5:5-11,14 & 11:16 & 19:4-6. 187im. 5:17. 188) | Pet. 5:3b.

189) Ex. 18:21,25 and Dt. 1:13-15 and Acts 20:28la&or. 12:28 and | Th. 5:12 and | Tim. 8:4
& 5:17a and Tit. 1:7Qikonomom and Heb. 13:7,17,24 and | Pet. 5:2 and Rev. 4:4.

190) Tit. 1:6c¢f. Ex. 18:22,2band Ac. 11:20& 15:6,2% & 20:17-24.
191) Tit. 1:7cf. Ac. 20:28.

192) Tit. 1:8cf. Ac. 15:6-29 & 16:4 & 20:18-25,28,31,8a@nd | Tim. 3:1-7f. 5:1,17-22 and
Heb. 13:7,17 and | Pet. 5:2

193) Tit. 1:9 and Rom. 12:8a.and Il and Ill Johd &ev. 7:13-17. 194) Heb. 13:17.
195) Jas. 1:14,16 & 5:14  196) | Pet. 5f2  197) Rev. 4: (& 5:8f & 19:4f.
198) | Pet. 5:1-4. 199) | Pet. 58. Ac. 2:18-26. 200) Il John 1,9-11.

201) Clement'&irst Epistle of Clement to the Corinthigrehis. 41 to 47, iAnte-Nicene Fathers
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1969, 1:16-18.

202) Ignatius'sEpistle to the Ephesianshorter version, chs. 2 & 4; hispistle to the
Magnesianglonger version, ch. 7; hiistle to the Philadelphianknger version, chs.
1 & 2.; and hisEpistle to the Smyrnaeansnger version, chsf8

203) Hermas'¥isions 1:2:4 & 111:9:27.

204) Irenaeus’Against Heresiedll:3:1-3, see too J. Faa di Brun€atholic Belief Burnes and
Oates, London, 1884, p. 164. For a refutatioR@hanism, seAnte-Nicene Fathers
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 1969 ed., ppf.460

205) Tertullian'$=ive Books in Reply to Marcioiil:360-66.

206) Cyprian'€pistle3, in J. Calvin'$nstituteslV:3:15.

207) J. Calvin'Common | Tim. 5:17. 208) Jeromé&pistle to Titusch. 1.

209) Jerome'ketter 52 to Nepotian/. 210) Jeromeletter 69 to Oceanys.
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211) Jerome'ketter 146 to Evangelud. 212) JeromeAgainst the Pelagians:21.

213) J.
214) J.
216) J.
218) J.
220) J.
222) J.
224) J.
226) J.

228) J.

CalvirtComm on Hebrews 11:1-8.

CalvirCommon Gen 15:2 and its n.df, 24:2.  215) J. Calvidomm on Gen. 50:f7
Calvin'€omm on Ex. 3:16-18. 217) J. Calvieemm on Ex. 4:29-31.
Calvin'€omm on Ex. 12:21. 219) Ex.17:& 18:12-26.

Calvin'€omm on Ex.18:12,15,21. 221) Ex. 19:7 & 24:119]18.

Calvin'€omm on Ex. 24:1,9,11. 223) Lev. 4:3,14,229:1,3.

Calvin'€omm on Lev. 4:3,5,22. 225) Nu. 11:16(,30.

Calvin'€omm on Nu. 11:16,24,30. 227) Nu. 16:25 & 22:227.

Calvin'€omm on Nu. 16:25c¢f. Gen. 11:1-9 & 15:2.

229) J. Calvin'Sermons on Deuteronorfyb83], Banner of Truth, Edinburgh, 1987 rep., 1.

17.

230) Dt. 1:13-16. 231) J. Calvi€®mm on Dt. 1:13-16. 232) Dt. 5:22

233) J.
235) J.
236) J.
238) J.
240) J.
242) J.
244) J.
245) J.
247) J.
249) J.

251) J.

Calvin'€omm on Dt. 5:23. 234) Dt. 16:18 & 17:6 & 19:13,

Calvin'€omm on Dt. 16:18.

Calvin'Sermons on Deuterononyp. 620 & 632f & 694 & 699. 237) Dt. 21:1-6.
Calvin'€omm on Dt. 21:1-6. 239) J. Calvirsermons on Deuterononpp. 736.
Calvin'€omm on Dt. 21:18-21. 241) Dt. 22:13-18.

Calvin'€ommon Dt. 22:13-18.  243) J. Calvi®srmonson Deuteronomypp. 785.
Calvin'€omm on Dt. 25:7-9¢f. Ruth 4:2-11.

Calvin'Sermonson Deuteronomypp. 881%. 246) J. Calvin'€omm on Dt. 27:1.
Calvin'€omm on Dt. 29:10. 248) J. Calvirsermonson Deuteronomypp. 1027.
Calvin'€ommon Dt. 31:9,28.  250) J. Calviermonson Deuteronomypp. 1078

Calvin'€ommon Josh. 7:6.  252) Josh. 8:10,33 — & JviGslComm on Josh. 8:33.
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253) J. Calvin'€omm on Josh. 23:2. 254) J. Calvi@smm on Ps. 107:29-32.
255) See at nn. 52 to 84 above. 256) J. @alomm on Joel 1:2.

257) J. Calvin'Comm on Joel 1:14. 258) Joel 2t18nd J. Calvin'€omm on Joel 2:16.
259) J. Calvin'Comm on Jer. 26:1f7 260) J. Calvin'€omm on Jer. 29:1.

261) J. Calvin'Comm on Lam. 1:17. 262) J. Calvi€®mm on Lam. 2:10.

263) J. Calvin'Comm on Lam. 4:16. 264) J. Calvi€®mm on Lam 5:12-14.
265) J. Calvin'Comm on Ezek. 8:1. 266) J. Calvicemm on Ezek. 14:1.

267) J. Calvin'€ommon Ezek. 20fL  268) J. Calvin€omm on Mt. 15:2 and Mark 7:3-9.
269) Mt. 16:21 and Mk. 8:31 and Lk. 9:22. PJI0Calvin'sComm on Mt. 16:21.
271) J. Calvin'Comm on Mt. 28:15. 272) J. CalvirComm on Acts 11:30.

273) Acts 14:1,4,14,23. 274) J. Calviditemm on Acts 14:23.

275) Acts 15:1-6,2225,27,29 & 16:4

276) J. Calvin'sComm on Acts 15:1-6,2228 & 16:4.

277) J. Calvin'€omm on Acts 20:17-28. 278) Jas. 1:11 & 5:14

279) J. Calvin'€ommon Jas. 5:14  280) J. CalvinBstituteslV:19:18.

281) J. Calvin'€omm on Rom. 12:8.

282) J. Calvin'dnstituteslV:3:6-16 and 1V:11:1 and IV:20:4.

283) J. Calvin'Common | Cor. 12:28.

284) J. Calvin'$nstituteslV:3:6-16 and 1V:11:1 and IV:20:4.

285) J. Calvin'Comm on Phil. 1:1.

286) J. Calvin'$nstituteslV:3:6-16 and 1V:11:1 and IV:20:4.

287) J. Calvin'Common | Th. 5:12-14. 288) J. Calvicemmon | Tim. 3:1-5.
289) J. Calvin'sSermoron | Tim. 3:1-5. 290) J. Calvirt®mm on | Tim. 5:17-19.

291) J. Calvin'dnstitutes 11:8:35. 292) J. CalvinGommon | Tim. 5:17-22.
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293) J. Calvin'Common | Tim. 5:19. 294) J. Calvil@mm on Tit. 1:5-7.

295) J. Calvin'$nstituteslV:3:6-16 and 1V:11:1 and IV:20:4.

296)ldem 297) J. Calvin€ommon Heb. 13:17,24. 298) J. Calvimstitutes 1V:9:12.
299) | Pet. 1:1 & 5:1-5. 300) J. Calvinhistitutes IV:6:3 and 1V:10:7.

301) J. Calvin'Common | Pet. 5:1 302) J. Calvin'mstituteslV:6:3 & IV:10:7.

303) See at nn. 144 & 184-86 & 197 above.

304) J. Calvin'$nstituteslV:3:6-16 and 1V:11:1 and IV:20:4.

305) J. Calvin'dnstitutes IV:11:5f & IV12:1,7. 306) J. Calvinmstitutes 1V:4:1f,11.
307) J. Calvin'$nstitutes IV:7:4 and IV:5:1 and IV:7:1623 and 1V:11:11,113

308) J. Calvin'Sracts and Treatise€erdmans, Grand Rapids, 1958, 1:219,26, 276 134:

309) J. Calvin'§ o Francis Daniglin Calvin'sSelected Work8aker, Grand Rapids, 1983 rep.,
4:46.

310) J. Calvin'sCatechism of the Church of GeneirahisTracts and Treatisedl:94.

311) J. Calvin'€cclesiastical Ordinances ed. P.E. Hughesthe Register of the Company of
Pastors of Geneva in the Time of Caj\iierdmans, Grand Rapids, 1966, pp. 35-42.

312) J. Calvin'®iscipline Ecclesiastiquyesections 20 to 24.

313) T. Beza'tife of Calvin in Calvin'sTracts and Treatise€erdmans, Grand Rapids, 1958,
l:IXxVi.

314) J. Calvin and de Chandieblench Confessioarts. 29 & 31, in P. Schafflshe Creeds of
ChristendomBaker, Grand Rapids, 1983 rep., 111:356 & 876

315) General Assembly of Australidvnutes Synod of the Presbyterian Church in New South
Wales (on Church Offices), 1967, p. 186.

316)Cf. Cameron'3he First Book of Disciplinest. Andrew's Press, Edinburgh, 1972, ppf163

317) M. Bradshaw'Basic Documents on Presbyterian PqliBhristian Education Committee,
Presbyterian Church of Australia, 1984, pp. 31

318) Second Book of Disciplingf the Church of Scotland, 1578, 1I:5 & VI:1-9 &X:5,14 &
XXI:5,14 & XllI:1,4 -- in Bradshaw'op. cit., pp. 60.
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319) J. JansenGhurch Order in Christian EncyclopaediakKok, Kampen, 1925, 1I:363.
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